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Borne Up Above the Waves 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


HE river is cold and dark, dear Lord; 
The current is swift and wild; 
God of the buffeting waves, help Thou 
Thy struggling and sinking child! 


Through the stormy night I cannot see 
The lights on the other shore, 
And I am not strong nor brave, dear 
Lord, 
And my heart has failed me sore. 


Then close in my very ear a voice, 
“Thou needest not to be brave, 

My arm has not grown weak, My child, 
Nor short, that it cannot save. 


“Let go, lean hard, trust all to Me! 
Only thus canst thou know 

How strong and how tender is that love 
That will never let thee go. 


‘See, I lift thee up above the waves! 
Though the river is deep and wide 
I shall bear thee as though on eagle’s 
wings 
Safe to the other side.” 


Too Many Words 


As men grow older they are tempted 

to talk too much. They have seen more, 
more, read more, and had more 
experience than in their youth and their 
heads are full of many ideas. They be- 
come adept at spinning out arguments 
into their finest threads and sometimes 


enmesh themselves and their opponents 
in a hopeless web of words. Christian 
workers need to be on their guard 
against this temptation, if they are to 
get their work done, do all the reading 
of the Bible and other good books they 
should, avoid tiring their audiences and 
friends, and keep their communion with 
God unbroken. “In the multitude of 
words there wanteth not sin: but he 
that refraineth his lips is wise” (Prov. 
10:19). It is a rare person who can 
carry on a long argument, objecting 
point by point to what his opponent says, 
supporting all his statements with chap- 
ter and verse and illustrations, without 
saying too much, or getting too heated, 
or exaggerating, or wounding the other 
person, or using some phrases he will 
wish later he hadn’t — that is, if his con- 
science is awakened. The longest re- 
corded public prayers in the Bible do 
not take long to read. The speeches of 
Peter, Stephen, and Paul are well or- 
ganized and to the point, without being 
verbose. One cannot imagine the Lord 
Jesus being wordy. His stories and illus- 
trations were clear as crystal, His re- 


b 


bukes fearless and direct, but not over- 
drawn, and His words of. comfort 
carefully chosen and just those that were 
appropriate to the situation of the mo- 
ment. Too often we reverse the order 
of James’s sound counsel: “Wherefore, 
my beloved brethren, let every man be 
swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
wrath” (Jas. 1:19). It is necessary to 
preach the Gospel, to witness to others, 
to expound and teach the Word; and 
it is right and proper that we should 
have a free and happy exchange of ideas 
among our friends and loved ones. Some 
small talk and humor from which the 
poison has been extracted eases the ten- 
sion of life. But our tongues need 
bridles. Particularly is this true when 
it comes to argument, for we shall never 
be without differences of opinion until 
we get to Heaven. If we would maintain 
that sweet fellowship with God which 
every believer knows something about, 
and allow God’s peace to reign in our 
hearts, it is better to leave some things 
unsaid, to talk less to men and more to 
God, and give Him more time to speak 
to us through His Word. 


~ 


The Temperance Reformation 
of 1813-1855 


This editorial reviews “The American Way—the Temperance Refor- 
mation of 1813-1855,” by Ernest Gordon (From the author, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 7; 65 cents a copy; two copies for $1, postpaid.) 


WRITER in a liquor trade paper 

(Spirits, Nov., °49) gloats on the 

vast liquor advertising in the four 
weeklies, Life, Time, Newsweek, and 
Collier’s, He has reason to! (Seagrams 
said their “7-Crown” advertisement in 
Life, Time, Look, Collier’s, and Esquire 
would reach 13,500,000 pairs of eyes, and 
that’s counting only one pair of eyes per 
copy. The actual audience of these five 
big league publications is over 65 mil- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But the angel of the Lord by 
night opened the prison doors, and 
brought them forth” (Acts 5:19). 




















lion! Thirty-four million pairs of eyes 
will also be drawn to the same adver- 
tisement in 332 metropolitan news- 
papers.) It should be understood that 
the marketing of liquor is only second- 
ary in all this advertisement. The real 
purpose is to enlist a powerful defense 
for the evil business. This was. stated 
in so many words.in the official corre- 
spondence of the U. S. Brewers’ Asso- 
ciation as published in the Overman 
Senatorial Report (p. 925): 

“The basis of all large brewers’ adver- 
tising contracts is the securing of an 
amount of reading space in the news- 
papers for articles in the defense of the 
trade.” 

The defense of the trade takes ordi- 
narily the form of ridicule ef those at- 
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tacking the trade, for there is really no 
legitimate defense for it. This ridicule 
is too commonly mean and truthless: also 
scurrilous, as the cartoon in Collier’s for 
November 26, 1949, caricaturing Prot- 
estant clergy, and the equally shameless 
illustration in Newsweek of January 23, 
1950. 

“The American Way,” by Ernest Gor- 
don, counters this typé of propaganda 
by illustrating, from the early days of 
the temperance movement down to the 
Civil War, the type of men and women 
engaged in it. On the cover of the book, 
the words of the Anglo-Jewish states- 
man, the Rt. Hon, Herbert Samuel, are 
quoted: 

“Taking into account the period of 
time over which these efforts have ex- 
tended, the number of persons engaged 
in them, and their complete disinterest- 
edness, not even the movement of Clark- 
son and Wilberforce for the abolition of 
slavery, nor the Anti-Corn Law move- 
ment itself, can compare with the tem- 
perance movement in glory.” 

Mr. Samuel had in mind the English 
temperance leaders. The early Amer- 
ican leadership certainly did not fall be- 
hind them in disinterestedness. It will 
be a surprise to many to learn of the 
numerous great, wise, and good men 
who have given their approbation and 
help to this movement. In fact, this 
early temperance river, which went un- 
derground during the Civil War and Re- 
construction days and came out later in 
the movement culminating in National 
Prohibition, appears now to be well-nigh 
forgotten. The standard histories give it 
as little attention as does the press of 
today’s movement. Yet it unquestion- 
ably rescued the United States from a 
terrible alcoholic depression in the early 
nineteenth century. John Ware, M.D., 
of a distinguished Boston family, wrote, 
“I do not know that it is possible for 
human nature to present a more humil- 
iating picture than is exhibited around 
us and among us by the prevalence of 
this vice.” Nevertheless Edward Everett, 
President of Harvard, could remark in 
1833: “Within the space of twenty years, 
of which not more than ten have been 
devoted to strenuous effort, a most sig- 
nal and unexampled reform has been 
achieved. The aspect of entire commu- 
nities has been changed. 





The Founding Fathers were by no 
means Drys personally; the temper of 
the time was entirely different. Yet 
they knew-very well the wretched con- 
sequences of drinking. Washington, who 
had a still on his place and Madeira 
invariably on his table, declared it “the 
source of all evil,” and would have shut 
off all commerce with the West Indies 
if he could but have got rid of the ruin- 
ous rum imports. Jefferson hated whisky, 
and declared that if he were to start 
life again he would debar all drinkers 
of spirits from government appointment, 
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President John Adams denounced drink 
again and again and again and took 
active part in shutting up taverns. He 
could not understand how governments 
allowed the sale of such an evil thing 
“to exist,” and proposed to destroy it 
by prohibitive taxation. 

When we come to the Abolitionists, 
we find that the two movements for 
emancipation —that from chattel slav- 
ery and that from alcohol slavery — were 
led by the same men. Garrison, Phil- 
lips, Samuel May, Gerrit Smith, Horace 
Greeley, Henry Ward Beecher, Mrs, Har- 
riet Beecher Stowe, together with most 
other minor members of the movement, 
were uncompromising Prohibitionists. 
The Emancipator himself was Dry. And 
it is greatly to the credit of these great 
and despised men that they pushed both 
movements forward at the same time in 
spite of all handicaps until, by 1856, 
every state north of Mason and Dixon’s 
Line was dry save two. Seven years 
later Emancipation was proclaimed. 

But what is less known, even than these 
little known facts, is the way in which 
the movement organized itself on purely 
temperance lines and apart from the 
abolitionist trend. Typical was the Mas- 
sachusetts Society for the Suppression of 
Intemperance, started in 1813 in the 
Union Bank, Boston, by a group of gen- 
tlemen under the leadership of Samuel 
Dexter, an eminent jurist and Secretary 
of the Treasury under President John 
Adams. This Society was aimed pri- 
marily against strong liquors. After a 
time it reorganized on a total abstinence 
basis, and in the forties and fifties its 
leaders co-operated with the American 
Temperance Society and kindred groups 
in the suppression of the sale of drink. 
It was led by such men as Dr. John C. 
Warren, Harvard professor in pathology, 
a founder of the Massachusetts General 
Hospital and the McLean Asylum for 
the Insane; by Amos Lawrence, the great 
cotton manufacturer of Massachusetts; 
John G. Palfrey, the historian of New 
England; Horace Mann, the founder of 
the American Public School System; 
Josiah Quincy, Mayor of Boston and long 
President of Harvard; Edward Everett, 
also President of Harvard and U. S. Sec- 
retary of State; Joseph Tuckerman, the 
father of organized charity in America; 
Robert Rantoul, successor to Webster’s 
seat in the Senate; Timothy Pickering, 
Secretary of War, who established the 
West Point Military Academy; Adoniram 
Judson, the apostle to Burma; Dr. Abdiel 
Holmes, father of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes; Charles Lowell, father of James 
Russell Lowell; William E, Channing; 
and  Lothrops, Prescotts, Princes, 
Thayers, Grews, Saltonstalls, . Ripleys, 
Frothinghams, Olivers, and many other 
intellectual leaders. 





One can hardly better describe this 
society than by quoting from an address 
before it on November 23, 1832, by the 





May 20, 1950 


Hon. William Sullivan, the leader of the 
Boston Bar of the time: 

“The day is probably not very distant 
when our laws will prohibit, under suf. 
ficient penalties, the sale of an article 
which is admitted by all who preteng 
to know the right from the wrong, to 
be not only unnecessary but the pring. 
pal cause of almost all the crimes whieh 


disgrace our age. 


Unless we entirely 


(Continued on page 437) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Memory Verses From Every Book 


In the Times for January 21 there js 
a splendid article on “Committin 


Word to Memory” 


by Gwynn Mba 


I wonder if some of us might not 


gry by her choice of verses. 


know 


for one could. For instance, the last 
sentence of paragraph four reads, “In 
every case, verses chosen were key 
verses of their books or were particu- 
larly meaningful to me, personally,” 
I would really like to have a list of 
those verses.—A New Jersey reader, 


In the article Mrs. 


Day said: “About 


eighteen months ago I decided to do 
something about my Scriptural poverty, 
... I resolved to ‘nail down’ with refer- 


‘ ence at least one verse from each of the 
sixty-six books of the Bible. 


In many 


books, two or more, in some books, a 


dozen verses, were 


selected.” At the 


Editor’s request, Mrs. Day has now sent 
her list, which is as follows: 


Genesis 1:1-5; 3:15; 
12:3 

Exodus 14:13, 14 

Leviticus. 27:30 

Numbers 6:24-26 

Deuteronomy 33:25 

Joshua 1:9 

Judges 21:25 

Ruth 1:16, 17 

1 Samuel 12:23 

2 Samuel 7:16 

1 Kings 8:56 

2 Kings 19:34 

1 Chronicles 17:12 

2 Chronicles 7:14 

Ezra 9:6 

Nehemiah 6:3 

Esther 4:14 

Job 19:25 

Psalms 2:1; 14:la; 37: 
1-5; 119:11, 89, 97, 
105, 165 (also 18 
complete Psalms) 

Proverbs 3:5, 6; 4:18; 
18:10; 25:11; 27:1, 2 

Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14 

Song of Solomon 2:4 

Isaiah 1:18; 7:14; 9:6; 
12:3; 26:3; 40:8, 31; 
42:4; 53:5, 6; 60:12 

Jeremiah 31:3 

Lamentations 1:12 

Ezekiel 18:20 

Daniel 12:3 

Hosea 11:1 

Joel 2:28-32a 

Amos 3:7 

Obadiah 15 

Jonah 4:4 

Micah 5:2; 6:8 

Nahum 1:7 

Habakkuk 2:14, 20 

Zephaniah 1:14 








Haggai 2:8 
Zechariah 4:6b; 9:9 
Malachi 3:10; 4:2 
Matthew 6:33; 17:12; 
28:19, 20 = (also 
chapters 5, 6, 7) 
Mark 1:37; 10:31 
Luke 1:37; 8:48 
John 1:1-14; 3:16-18, 
36; 6:37; 14:13; 15:7 
(also chapter 14) 
Acts 1:8, 11; 16:31 
Romans 6:23; 8:28, 29; 
10:9, 10; 12:2 
1 Corinthians 1:18; 
15:51-58 (also chap- 
ter 13) 
2 Corinthians 3:18; 5: 
21 
Galatians 2:20; 5:22, 
23; 6:7-9 
Ephesians 2:8, 9 
Philippians 1:21; 2:5; 
4:4, 6, 7, 13, 19 
Colossians 1:17 
1 Thessalonians 5:16 
21 
2 Thessalonians 3:13 
1 Timothy 1:15; 2:5 
2 Timothy 2:15 
Titus 1:15 
Philemon 4 
Hebrews 11:1; 12:1,% 


13:8 

James 1:5, 6, 17 

1 Peter 5:7 

2 Peter 3:10 

1 John 2:17; 4:19 

2 John 6 

3 John 11 

Jude 24, 25 

Revelation 1:18; 2% 
20, 21 
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I. Can Christianity Countenance Mercy Killings? 





Light from the Scriptures on a timely problem 


N OLD form of paganism mas- 
A esse under the guise of 

Christian mercy is capturing the 
minds of millions. 

It calls itself “mercy killing.” Doctors 
speak of it as “euthanasia,” a word cre- 
ated from two Greek terms meaning a 
mild or pleasant death. Two cases have 
been prominent in the headlines: a New 
Hampshire doctor was on trial for an 
alleged mercy killing. There was also 
the case of a young college senior, a 
peautiful blonde girl, we are told, who 
was on trial in Bridgeport, Conn., for 
having killed her police-sergeant father 
by fring a bullet into his brain when 
she learned that he was dying of cancer, 

We cannot as Christian ministers and 
interpreters of God’s Word and propa- 
gators of the Christian faith keep silent 
while something which seems to be very 
anti-Christian is gaining ascendancy in 
American life. 

*Ruthanasia” or “mercy killing” has 
been increasing in the United States for 
many years. For example, Time of 
January 23, 1939, carried the following 
tyically presented story. 

“I have just finished Jerry,” whispered 
Louis Greenfield hoarsely to the door- 
man of his Bronx apartment house one 
morning last week. “I gave my little 
boy chloroform — he’s better off dead.” 


Time comments upon the story: “When 
the police led him away, Greenfield, a 
tired little milliner, told them the whole 


sory. For seventeen gray, hopeless 
years he had washed, dressed, and fed 
his imbecile son. . . . Both Louis Green- 
feld and his wife, Anna, stinted them- 
slves, sent the boy to hospitals, neurol- 
ogists, specialists, and modern schools. 
But modern science could teach him 
fothing, could not even relieve painful 
convulsions that attacked him every few 
weeks. At first, Louis and Anna refused 
to believe the doctor’s verdict that their 
Jerry could never grow beyond the 
Mental age of two. Later, they had to 
accept it.” 

Thus a popular magazine creates in- 
esapable and unavoidable sympathy, 
Which is natural, for the man who killed 
his imbecile son. 


What Do Physicians Say? 

The tremendous increase of malignant 
diseases, internal and inoperable cancer 
with its unspeakable suffering of those 

—this has raised the question 
in the minds of earnest people as to 
Whether it would not be more merciful 
to put these incurables to sleep — in the 
tkep of death and end their suffering. 

doctors are admitting today that 
they have made sedatives available to 
Patients to put them out of their mis- 


Dr. William Ward Ayer’s name is 
well known to large numbers of 
Times readers. He was for four- 
teen years pastor of the Calvary 
Baptist Church, New York City, and 
has been for many years one of the 
most popular broadcasters in that 
great city. He has resigned from 
Calvary Baptist Church and is now 
devoting all his time to broadcast- 
ing, writing, and preaching. This 
article was not broadcast, but is here 
reprinted by permission from the 
third issue of an eight-page periodi- 
cal called Marching Truth, and pub- 
lished by Ayerow Christian Projects, 
Box 403, New York 8. There are 
still a limited number of copies, and 
they may be secured from the ad- 
dress here given at 10 cents each. 
Dr. Ayer broadcasts every Sunday 
from 1 to 1.30 p.m. over WJZ, 770 
kilocycles. The article will be con- 
cluded next week. 








ery and a social work magazine entitled, 
Survey Graphic, in its May, 1948, issue 
said that “euthanasia is a fairly com- 
mon practice for physicians to give re- 
lease to certain sufferers who plead for 
a 

The author says, and I quote: “Per- 
haps the most amazing evidence of this 
was admission once drawn from a large 
gathering of physicians by Dr. Hugh 
Cabot, then consulting physician at 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn. At the 
close of an address on cancer, he made 
this startling request of his audience: 
‘Will those of you who have never put 
a hopelessly diseased patient out of his 
misery please raise your hands?’ No 
one raised his hand.” 

Clergymen and physicians are not only 
recommending legalized mercy killing 
but are practically demanding it today. 

In 1946, fifty-four liberal clergymen, 
Protestant and Jewish, including many 
outstanding leaders of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America, 
joined with more than 1,500 New York 
physicians in sponsoring a bill in the 
New York State Legislature for legaliz- 
ing euthanasia. 

These clergymen and doctors agreed 
that it is moral, humane, and in accord 
with religious principles to shorten the 
life of an incurable patient who de- 
sires it. 

The New York bill provides, we are 
told, that any person over 21 who finds 
life unbearable and who, therefore, 
chooses death may apply to a court for 
permission to die. If an investigating 
committee of doctors and laymen ap- 
proves his application, a doctor would 
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get authorization to end the patient’s 
life painlessly. After confirmation in 
the presence of witnesses the doctor 
could inject an overdose of one of the 
narcotics into the patient’s blood stream. 
The_pain would recede, the physical tor- 
ment would stop, and in a few seconds 
the patient’s physical consciousness of 
life would end. He would be pronounced 
dead and loved ones would lay the body 
away. 

It is also proposed that physicians 
should have the legal privilege of put- 
ting painlessly out of their suffering un- 
adjustably defective. infants, patients 
suffering from painful and incurable 
diseases, the hopelessly insane, and 
feebleminded provided, of course, that 
maximum legal and professional safe- 
guards against abuse are set up, includ- 
ing the consent of the patient when 
rational and adult. 

Such is the situation that we face to- 
day, and while one side of it belongs to 
the medical profession, the biggest side 
of it belongs to the Church cf Christ 
and to the Christian preacher who must 
declare the whole counsel of God on this 
as on other matters. 

Remember that good men are recom- 
mending this mercy killing. While we 
may not agree with the ministers and 
doctors that are asking for legislation 
to bring it about, we must admit their 
honesty and that they mean well. If I 
were to give you the names of some of 
them, you would discover they were 
outstanding in our national life. 


Is a Suffering Animal a Parallel? 


After the mercy killing in New Hamp- 
shire was publicized, public attention 
was called by a woman attorney to the 
fact that New Hampshire laws demanded 
that an incurably suffering animal should 
be killed at once. The case of a Brook- 
lyn man who was convicted of second- 
degree manslaughter in 1941 for the 
chloroforming of his thirteen-year-old 
imbecile son was recalled and it was also 
remembered that the court had freed 
him on five-year probation. 

It is very natural and human to be- 
lieve and declare that some unfortunates 
would be better off dead than living. 
Here is a congenital idiot. Year after 
year, his family must tend him like an 
animal. He remains a gibbering idiot 
year after year, exhausting his mother 
and. father, brothers and sisters. The 
poor parents are under the necessity of 
confining him in an institution or con- 
tinuing a burden which wrecks their 
lives. 

Undoubtedly under the stern law of 
nature, where only the fit survive, this 
thing could not and would not live long; 
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but with the practice of mercy and pro- 
tection which civilization gives, these 
creatures often outlive their parents. 

Sometime ago Dean Willard E. Sperry 
of the Harvard Divinity School wrote an 
article against euthanasia in the New 
England Journal of Medicine. He told 
of a woman suffering from an incur- 
able and inoperable cancer of the stom- 
ach. She was kept alive by blood-trans- 
fusion though her blood was the rarest 
type. “Transfusions cannot save her,” 
he said. “The blood bank is nearly 
empty. Opiates have lost their power 
to relieve her excruciating pain. She 
begs God to let her die.” 

In the natural life she would die, prob- 
ably have died long ago. Is it the proper 
thing to prolong her life? Usually phy- 
sicians prolong life as much as possible, 

Don’t forget that the practice of medi- 
cine has brought a certain artificiality 
to human life largely for our blessing, 
but sometimes for our suffering. 

The minister knows that the presence 
of sin in a thousand unspeakable forms 
is responsible for the conditions which 
prevail among humankind in the world. 
No sane person will deny that there are 
thousands of moral problems, many of 
them insurmountable and in some in- 
stances unsolvable upon a Christian 
basis. And unless there is some divine 
interference in the affairs of men we 
shall not be able to build enough hos- 
pitals and insane asylums for the people 
that our sinning, mechanized, regi- 
mented, heart-breaking, soul-destroying 
civilization is creating. 

It will not, however, do for a Christian 
merely to smear and slander the recom- 
mendations that are being made for so- 
called mercy killings, even though we 
see the tremendous dangers inherent in 
the method. 

Human beings are more than animals. 
Our Bible tells us that God made man 
in His own image. “In the image of 
God created he him; male and female 
created he them.” God breathed into 
man’s nostrils the breath of life, and 
man became an ever-living soul. 

This was spoken at the very beginning 
of the human race. Later, after the 
judgment of the Flood when Noah and 
his family were to start the human race 
all over again, the Word of God came 
and said: “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, 
by man shall his blood be shed: for in 
the image of God made he man” (Gen. 
9:6), 

One thing is certain, God has not 
given over to mankind the powers of 
life and death. These belong to God 
alone. We would have a very much 
better civilization if we followed the 
command of God and exercised capital 
punishment for those who destroyed hu- 
man life. God is the Author of life, 
and in the last analysis, only God has the 
right to terminate it. 

Back in the Old Testament, in 2 Sam- 
uel 1, you have an illustrative story of 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the disapproval of God upon a mercy 
killing. In a battle which King Saul 
was fighting with the rebel armies of 
David, Saul is mortally wounded and 
cries to a soldier standing by, “Stand, 
I pray thee, beside me, and slay me; 
for anguish hath taken hold of me, be- 
cause my life is yet whole in me” (R.V.). 
So the soldier slew him and said to 
David (thinking it would please him), 
“I. . , slew him, because I was sure 
that he could not live after he was 
fallen.” But David was a man of God 
and was angry. He rent his clothes in 
grief, and said, “Wast thou not afraid 
. . . to destroy Jehovah’s anointed?” He 
then ordered one of his young men to 
slay this soldier, saying, “Thy blood be 
upon thy head; for thy mouth hast tes- 
tified against thee, saying, I have slain 
Jehovah's anointed.” 

David did not condone the young sol- 
dier’s putting Saul out of his misery. 

Christians must note that there are a 
thousand dangers in this matter of 
mercy-killing procedure. 

First, it seems to a Christian minister 
that there is a danger that the practice 
could blight the high, godly basis of the 
medical profession itself. Years ago, 
hydrophobia was an incurable disease, 
and those who died from it passed 
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through agony and horror. Supposing 
physicians had simply adopted the Policy 
of putting to death those who had been 
bitten by a mad dog. There would haye 
been no incentive for Louis Pasteur tp 
discover his treatment to check the ray. 
ages of hydrophobia which has all by 
made it extinct in our civilization. 

When the new medical unit at the Unj. 
versity of Minnesota was dedicated, the 
dean of the Medical School implored aij 
pastors and Christian people of Minne. 
sota to pray for divine grace for doe. 
tors and research men in their effort tp 
find the cause and cure of cancer. 

We know that great progress has been 
made, but would that progress be » 
quick and urgent if we simply put the 
extreme cancer sufferer out of his mis. 
ery? 

You remember the woman in the New 
Testament that had spent all of her liy. 
ing upon physicians in her effort tp 
staunch her continuing hemorrhage, She 
had suffered this for twelve years, but 
her case was not hopeless. The Greg 
Physician came. She touched the hem of 
His garment. She was made whole 
What if years before she had met Jesu; 
she had been judged hopeless and legally 
been put to death? 

(To be continued next week) 


Good Music in the Sunday School 


The value of hymns and how to use them with young folks 


By ROBERT L. BACHMAN 


Here is another of the prize articles from THe Sunpay ScnHoo. Times 


ways of working contest conducted last fall, 


Previous articles in the 


contest appeared in the issues of April 15 and May 6. 


N THIS day of social and political 

upheaval, something that is unchang- 
ing is welcome. What a blessing Chris- 
tians enjoy in a Saviour that changes 
not. As a result the Church has a 
wealth of music dedicated to Him that 
has withstood the winnowing of time. 
For what is more heart-quieting than 
the singing of old favorites, such as 
“Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”? 

In the main, traditional hymns and 
Gospel songs appeal to the older people, 
bringing forth in them remembrances 
of praying mothers, early training, and 
the like, which the popular Gospel music 
fails to do. It is also true that the older 
hymns are more in the range of the 
voices of children than some supposed 
to have been written for them in the 
popular style. The writer has found 
that hymns like “There Is a Green Hill 
Far Away” soon replaces lighter songs 
as their favorites. The “Upright, down- 
richt, happy, happy all the time” phi- 
losophy of Christian life with which so 
many of our contemporary Gospel com- 
positions are endowed is open to some 
question. . While it is, of course, true 
that Christians should have joy in their 


salvation, nevertheless there are times 
when we should be sobered by the con- 
ditions of the sinful and dying world 
that surrounds us in this life. 

Most of the traditional hymns have 
words taken either directly from the 
Scriptures or are. paraphrased from 
selections from the Bible. They were 
rhymed by poets whose names grace the 
best literature of our heritage, the music 
was composed by men of equal stature, 
and is apt, reverent, singable, and beau- 
tiful. The use of hymns in Sunday 
school is sanctioned in that one of the 
first recorded hymns was specifically 
given for the children to learn (Deut 
31: 19-21). 

The writer’s experience has taught him 
that new hymns should be introduced 
to the Sunday school gradually. It was 
found best to have the accompanist play’ 
the number through at the service the 
week previous to its introduction. This 
was often done as the offertory selee 
tion. A good background study of the 
Scriptural portion and its context from 
which the hymn was taken, togethe 
with the hymn writer’s biographical 
background and the circumstances Ww 
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der which the particular song was writ- 
ten added greatly to its introduction. 

Usually the chorus alone was sung the 
frst Sunday. On some songs, such as 
“Believe On the Lord Jesus Christ,” this 
was all that was taught. At the next 
session, a stanza was added to the chorus. 
We seldom attempted to sing all the 
stanzas of the hymn, as is the usual 

ce in church. On some, such as 
“We're Marching to Zion,” the stanzas 
were sung and the chorus omitted. 

.Antiphonal singing was often intro- 
duced to add meaning to the words. 
Added interest, together with exercise 
for young, squirming muscles, was 
achieved by rendering old songs, such 
as “Nothing But the Blood of Jesus,” in 
this manner: the group was divided into 
two, usually by age; the first group 
would stand and sing, “What can wash 
away my sins?” As the first group 
quickly seated themselves, the second 
group would rise and answer, “Nothing 
put the blood of Jesus!” 

Because of insufficient room, it was 
necessary to have joint opening exer- 
tises for the entire school. It was there- 
fore a real problem to sing songs that 
would include everyone — down to pre- 
school youngsters. One way that this 
problem was solved was by using com- 
positions like “In My Heart There Rings 
a Melody.” For the chorus of this one, 
those of more tender years sang, “Ding, 
Dong,” slowly in time with the music, 
together with appropriate sideway head 
motions indicating the movement of a 
bell, while the rest sang the usual words. 
Some of the adults seemed secretly en- 
vious of this part given to the tots. 

Volume, enthusiasm, and gusto, while 
welcomed, were limited to the songs of 
triumph and the like, where they were 
in order. On songs of reverence, the 
thildren were taught the need of a dif- 
ferent kind* of appropriate singing. In 
keeping with the reverence evidenced 
in Isaiah’s transforming vision, when 
the hymn, “Holy, Holy, Holy” (Nicza) 
was used to open the Sunday school 
service, the girls would sing the first 
‘Holy” softly, the boys with a shade 
more of volume on the second, and both 
together forming a crescendo on the 
third. The remainder of the hymn was 
sing in the usual fashion. 

When choosing our music, we asked 
ourselves the following questions: 

1. Are the words and message Scrip- 
tural? 

2. Even though the words are Scrip- 
tural, do they impart a message vital 
fo our Sunday school group? 
3.Is the music appropriate for the 
Words, ie., does it tell the same mes- 
Sage as the words, or, is it a two-step 
or fox trot masquerading as religious 
Music? 

_4. Are the words understandable to 

Our group? 

_ 5. Doessthe music have singability 

>and within our group’s range? 

ists tell us that our tastes are 
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greatly influenced by our environment. 
With such a wealth of good music avail- 
able, it seems a shame to waste the 
limited time in which most children 
come in contact with the Gospel on sec- 
ond-rate material. Time was redeemed 
by teaching the music in Sunday school 
that was to be.later used in the church 
services. Thus the youngsters could 
early become accustomed to the service 
for older people by knowing at least the 
choruses to the hymns used by the 
church, : 

It is impossible to put into a definition 
the full meaning of a hymn, but the 
Hymn Society of America attempts it 
in this way: 1 

“A Christian hymn is a lyric poem, 
reverently and devotionally conceived, 
which is designed to be sung and which 
expresses the worshiper’s attitude toward 
God, or God’s purposes in human life. 
It should be simple and metrical in form, 
genuinely emotional, poetic, and literary 
in style, spiritual in quality, and in its 
ideas so direct and so immediately ap- 
parent as to unify a congregation while 
singing it.” 

A prayerful study of the interpretation 
of the particular hymn or hymns to be 
rendered adds new vistas to the Sunday 
school of today. 


CHICAGO, 


1“What Is a Hymn?” by Carl F. Price, p. 8. 
(25 cent pamphlet, pub. 1937, by Hymn Soci- 
ety of America, Independence Ave. and 252nd 
St., Riverdale, N. Y.) 


The Temperance Reformation 
of 1813-1855 


(Continued from second page) 


misunderstand the history of mankind 
and the design of man’s creation, the 
use of ardent spirits will be eventually 
abolished and society will fence out its 
presence with as much Zeal and sincerity 
as though it were a fatal and unsparing 
pestilence. 

“Every case of manslaughter, murder, 
robbery, self-murder, associated with in- 
temperance, prepares the public mind 
more and more for the total banishment 
of this common foe of society. Hereto- 
fore we read such disgraceful narratives 
as the common incidents of social life 
and as inseparable from it, but now we 
read them with a sure sense of guilt, 
since we see that the power of society 
is equal to the prevention. 

“The great principles which this so- 
ciety hopes to establish are that to take 
ardent spirits is disgraceful to anyone 
who claims to hold the rank of a rational 
and accountable being, because that act 
so often leads to the worst crimes which 
anyone can commit against himself, or 
his fellows, or his Creator.” 

In accordance with these sentiments 
a campaign for refusing licenses to sell 
opened up in Massachusetts, which 
cleaned drink-selling out of town after 
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town until nine-tenths of the state was 
purged. The movement spread to Ver- 
mont and Rhode Island. Yankee clip- 
pers ceased carrying grog on their long 
sea voyages. The Secretaries of Army 
and Navy led in its repression in the 
armed services. Directors of railways 
voted to employ only abstainers, and this 
course was followed by river boats and 
stage coaches. In the Massauchusetts 
legislature, a Temperance Society was 
formed which, in its first year, enrolled 
169 legislators, the Governor and Vice- 
Governor of the State being the leading 
officers. A similar society was organ- 
ized in the Congress of the United States, 
aimed at “discontinuing the use of ar- 
dent spirits and the traffic in them.” 
Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, Attorney- 
General Butler, Governor Briggs of 
Massachusetts, Messrs. Pinckney and 
Frelinghuysen, and other leading states- 
men of the day were members, suc- 
ceeded later by such men as Senators 
Henry Wilson, Richard Yates, H. L. 
Dawes, William Windom, and Represen- 


_tatives Oliver Ames, William E, Dodge, 


Schuyler Colfax, and Thaddeus Stevens, 

There is no space to enter into a de- 
tailed report of this scarcely remembered 
episode in the moral life of our nation. 
Full data can be found in the book un- 
der review. But an equally little known 
episode should be mentioned which well 
illustrates how far leading men in Amer- 
ican.life are ready to go in order to rid 
the nation of this scourge. If our peo- 
ple in general could be assured that 
a complete enforcement of alcohol pro- 
hibition would follow its re-enactment, 
the drink trade would hardly last over- 
night. 

This illustration is the 1917 Memorial 
to Congress which led the way in the 
final adoption of National Prohibition. 
It asked for nation-wide prohibition of 
manufacture, sale, import, export, and 
transport of all alcoholic liquors. Hardly 
were one thousand signatures from 
leaders in finance, manufacture, and the 
academic and intellectual life of America 
secured, than the question of war pro- 
hibition of foodstuffs emerged in Con- 
gress. Prof. Irving Fisher, who with 
Governor Foss of Massachusetts organ- 
ized this Memorial, telegraphed to every 
signer asking whether he favored imme- 
diate war prohibition. A thousand unani- 
mous telegrams replied “Yes,” and war 
prohibition went through Congress with 
a rush, to be followed some months Jater 
with the passage by the Senate of the 
Eighteenth Amendment. Although this 
Memorial was sent to every newspaper 
in the country at the time when the mat- 
ter was at the height of discussion in 
Congress, it was never mentioned by any 
publication, as far as observed. So com- 
plete is alcohol control of the press! 
The leading temperance paper of the 
country, the National Issue, did better. 
It gave to it two inches of space and 
listed six of the one thousand names, 


(Continued on page 449) 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 4. HABAKKUK TEACHES TRUST IN GOD 
Habakkuk; printed text, 1:1-4, 12, 13; 2:1-4; 3:17-19 
Golden Text.—I will rejoice in the Lord, | will joy in the God of my salvation.—Hab. 3:18 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


Hab. 1:1 The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see. 
2 O Lorp, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even 
cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save ! 


3 Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold 
grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and there 


are that raise up strife and contention. 


4 Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go 
forth: for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; there- 


fore wrong judgment proceedeth. 


12 Art thou not from everlasting, O Lorpy my God, mine Holy 
thou hast ordained them for 


judgment; and, O mighty God, thou hast established them for 


One? we shall not die. O Lorp, 


correction. 


13 Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not 
look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal 
treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth 


the man that is more righteous than he? 


Chap. 2:1 I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

NE of the shortest books of Scrip- 

ture —the prophecy of Habakkuk 

— contains important truth which 
no reverent student of the Word of God 
ean afford to overlook. Brief as it is, 
it is directly referred to or quotations 
made from it, a number of times in the 
New Testament. 

The great apostle to the Gentiles is 
particularly partial to it, finding in it the 
inspired authority for the fundamental 
doctrine of justification by faith, and the 
certainty of judgment to come upon all 
who reject the testimony of the Holy 
Ghost as to the Lord Jesus Christ. Com- 
pare Acts 13:40, 41 with Habakkuk 1:5; 
and Romans 1:17, Gal. 3:11, and Hebrews 
10:38 with Habakkuk 2:4. There is evi- 
dently, likewise, very close connection 
between Habakkuk 3:17, 18 and the 
fourth chapter of the Epistle to the Phi- 
lippians. 

The form of the book is that of a 
dialogue, and the structure is exceed- 
ingly simple. Habakkuk, oppressed by 
a sense of the prevalence of iniquity, 
unburdens his heart to Jehovah, who in 
grace answers the cry of His servant. 
The true divisions are easily found. 
Chapter 1:1-4 gives the prophet’s com- 
plaint. Verses 5 to 11 are the Lard’s 
answer. From verse 12 to verse 17 we 
have Habakkuk’s remonstrance. Verse 
1 of chapter 2 stands by itself. There 
is no immediate reply to the cry with 
which the previous chapter was con- 
cluded. In verses 2 to 4 the Lord goes 
far beyond the prophet’s thoughts, and 
predicts the final bringing in of blessing 
through Messiah: meantime “the just shall 


tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what 


I shall answer when I am reproved. 

2 And the Lorp answered me, and said, Write the vision, ang 
make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. 

3 For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the eng 
it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because 
it will surely come, it will not tarry. 

4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: by 
the just shall live by his faith. 

Chap. 3:17 Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, ang 


the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the 


salvation. 


fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: 
18 Yet I will rejoice in the Lorp, I will joy in the God of my 


19 The Lorp God is my strength, and he will make my feet like 


hinds’ feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places, 
To the chief singer on my stringed instruments. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 


the Inte. 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


% % i 


live by his faith.” The actual response 
to the remonstrance of chapter 1 is given 
in verses 5 to 8. The balance of the 
chapter would seem to be prophetic min- 
istry. 

In the rest of this chapter Habakkuk 
pronounces four woes upon those who 
are walking in disobedience to the Word 
of God. In chapter 3 we have the prayer 
of Habakkuk, 


The Historical Setting 

Very little is known of Habakkuk. 
According to Jewish tradition he was 
of the tribe of Simeon, and he is com- 
monly supposed to have been contem- 
porary with Jeremiah during the latter 
part of “the weeping prophet’s” minis- 
try. His book would seem to evidence 
this, as it was written in view of the 
Chaldean invasion. Of his birth or death 
we have no record. He is commonly 
supposed to have remained in the land 
when the mass of the people were car- 
ried away by the triumphant armies of 
Nebuchadnezzar. Of this, however, we 
have no positive proof, 


Verse by Verse 

Chap. 1:1.—“The burden which Habak- 
kuk . . . did see.” A prophetic mes- 
sage was designated frequently as a bur- 
den because of the pressure on the spirit 
of the speaker, who, as the Lord’s mes- 
senger, entered deeply and sympathet- 
ically into the condition and circum- 
stances of his people. 

Verse 2.—“O Lord, how long shail I 
cry, and thou wilt not hear!” Over- 
whelmed with the sense of his people’s 
distress, the prophet cried to the Lord; 
but there seemed to be no answer from 
God. He realized the danger that lay 
before them and knew that only by re- 
pentance could the evil be averted; but 
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his prayer to this end seemed to ayail 
nothing. 

Verse 3.—“Why dost thou shew me in. 
iquity?” He felt, as many another has 
done, that it were better not to see the 
iniquity than to see it only to be bur. 
dened thereby, finding no remedy for 
the state that so distressed his sensitive 
soul. 

Verse 4.—“The wicked doth compass 
about the righteous.” One of Judah's 
greatest dangers was the spirit of strife 
and contention among them, giving rise 
to spoiling and violence. In verses 5 
to 11, Jehovah answers the prophet’ 
complaint, telling him that He Himself 
is about to judge His people by giving 
them over to the power of the Chaldeans, 

Verse 12.—“Thou hast ordained them 
for judgment.” Recognizing the holiness 
of God, the prophet was perplexed that 
He should use so corrupt and wicked a 
people as the Babylonians to chasten 
Judah; but he feels assured that God's 
way must be right. 


Verse 13—‘Thou art of purer eye 
than to behold evil.” It seemed incom- 
prehensible that the Holy One of Israel 
should use an idolatrous nation, whith 
after all was far more wicked than th 
people of Judah, to punish the latter for 
their iniquities., Therefore he dared 
wrestle with God, as it were, on their 
behalf, 

Chap. 2:1.—“I will . , . watch to # 
what he will say unto me.” Theres 
nothing harder for a man to do than® 
wait for God to make plain His counsel 
and justify His dealings. For the m™ 
ment, there seemed to be no answer fre 
God to the prophet’s complaint, but# 
quiet confidence he waite@, as upon? 
watchtower, for the divine ways to™ 
made plain, 
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Verse 2.—“Write the vision.” At last 
the voice of God was heard, commanding 
His servant to write that which was 
about to be revealed to him and to make 
it plain and clear upon tablets in order 
that others reading it might run to pro- 
claim it. 

Verse 3.—“The vision is yet for an ap- 

ed time.” That which was to be 
revealed was not for the then present 
time alone, but was to be for the in- 
struction of those who should live in the 
distant future. The last part of this verse 
is quoted in Hebrews 10:37, where the 
personal pronoun “he” is exchanged for 
the neuter pronoun “it,” showing that 
it was God’s Messiah who was in view, 
the one who will at last deliver Israel 
from all their troubles. 

Verse 4—“The just shall live by his 
feith.” This is the oracle which Habak- 
kuk had been bidden to write so plainly. 
This is the word that the reader should 
mm to declare. Three times this oracle 
igsreferred to in Paul’s Epistles. It forms 
the very foundation of the Gospel mes- 
sage in the Epistle to the Romans, chap- 
ter 1:16, 17, and also in Galatians 3:11. 
In the Epistle to the Hebrews, chapter 
10:38; it is used to emphasize the im- 
portance of faith in the Christian’s daily 
life, 

Chap. 3:17-19.—“Although the fig tree 
shall not blossom .. . yet I will rejoice 
in the Lord.” Crops might fail, flocks 
might be destroyed, fields might be bar- 
ten, and cattle be cut off, but God would 
abide, and in Him was abundant supply 
to meet every need. He is the God of 
our salvation. He is the strength of our 
hearts. What more can we crave? The 
dosing line is the dedication and, to 
the anointed eye, is unspeakably pre- 
cious; for, to us, the chief musician is 
our precious Lord Himself, as indicated 
in Psalm 22 and Hebrews 2:12, 


The Heart of the Lesson 
How great the difference in the open- 
ing and the closing of the burden of 
Habakkuk! He begins as a man bewil- 
dered and confused, who is filled with 
questions and perplexities; he closes as 
oe who has found the answer to all 
his questions, and the satisfying portion 
afhis soul in God Himself. This is most 
blessed. As we thus are permitted to 
into the varied experiences that 
man of like passions with ourselves 
passed through, till the Lord alone filled 
ti vision of his soul and satisfied his 
very longing, likewise resolving all his 
doubts and difficulties, we get some little 
selise of what may be the sustaining por- 
of our own hearts, if He be but 


to have His own way with us 


Lesson Topics and Truths 


Just Shall Live by Faith.” The 
Made known to Habakkuk, so long 

{ e the watchword of Chris- 
amity, as at the Reformation it most 
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Last Week's Lesson 
9. May 28.—Micah’s Hope of God's 
Salvation ..... : 
Next Week’s Lesson 


11. June 11.—Zephaniah Calls to Re- 
pentance .... : Zephaniah 


Micah 








properly became the battle cry of Luther 
and his colleagues. 

It was all-important that the lonely 
prophet look beyond and above what his 
natural eyes beheld, and thus would he 
endure “as seeing him who is invisible.” 


Lesson Outline 
1. The prophet’s questionings 
1: 2-4) 
. God’s reply (vs. 5-11) 
. The prophet’s appeal and perplexity 
(vs. 12, 13) 


. Waiting for the divine explanation 
(chap. 2:1) 


. The divine oracle (vs. 2-4) 


. Resting in the assurance of God’s 
faithfulness (chap. 3: 17-19) 


(Hab. 


Summaries and Applications 


No matter how dark the time may be, 
the man of God will always find com- 
fort and encouragement as he turns in 
simple faith to the Lord Himself, who 
overrules in all that transpires in this 
lower scene, 

“Faith can firmly trust Him, 
what may.” 

While its primary application is to 
Israel and Babylon in the dark days 
following the cutting off of Josiah, this 
Book contains solemn and important 
principles applicable to all the Lord’s 
people, and to all seasons. 

Because a people are under the hand 
of God for their failure to carry out His 


come 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HEN did Habakkuk prophesy? 
2. What were Habakkuk’s two 

problems? 

3. Why is a prophet’s message so often 
called a “burden”? 

4. What Psalms deal specially with the 
problem of the prosperity of the wicked? 

5. How do men regard the long-suffer- 
ing of God? 

6. What use does God frequently make 
of wicked men? 

7. Are wicked men, used in God’s pur- 
poses, free from guilt? 

8. How is Habakkuk 2:2 often mis- 
quoted? 

9. What “vision” is referred to in 2:3? 

10. How would you outline the Book 
of Habakkuk? 

11. What wonderful hymn incorporates 
the expressions of chapter 3:17, 18? 


(Answers on page 444) 
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revealed will is no reason to sink down 
in despair. God's faithfulness still abides 
and His heart is unchanged toward His 
people, 

The chastening of the Lord is in itself 
an evidence of God’s fatherly care. He 
corrects by discipline in order that our 
lives may be more fully conformed to 
His will. 

Wuyona LAKE, IND. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy and 
merciful Father, whose Word is a lamp 
to our feet and a light unto our path, 
we thank Thee for the privilege of turn- 
ing to Thy Book again. Bring forth new 
light from its pages to the blessing of 
teachers and to those taught in every 
Sunday school throughout our land, 
Help us to see the evil and the destruc- 
tiveness of man’s sinful ways: Help us 
to hate the evil in our own lives. De- 
liver us from every wicked way, and in 
all of us let the ugliness of sin give place 
to the beauty of holiness. In every land 
bring men to repent and to seek Thee 
and Thy salvation. Where sickness and 
suffering are, let Thy merciful relief be 
given, and to all of us give hearts of 
sympathy and hands of helpfulness. 
Through this week continue to be our 
provider, our protector, and our guide, 
and make our lives more worthy of our 
Saviour, for His sake and glory. Amen. 

After the Lesson—During the war I 
met a young British airman who had 
lived in London through the dreadful 
blitz of 1940. One Sunday morning after 
a night of terror, this young man and his 
mother set out for the church they at- 
tended, only to find it a shambles from 
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the raid of the night before. The min- 
ister and some of the people gazed in 
sorrow on the wreckage. It was decided 
to conduct a short service in the roofless 
ruins. Some hymnbooks were found, 
and this is what they sang: 
In heavenly love abiding, 
No change my heart shall fear; 
And safe is such confiding, 
For nothing changes here. 
The storm may roar without me, 
My heart may low be laid; 
But God is round about me, 
And can I be dismayed? 
Through the dark days of war that fol- 
lowed, when things looked their blackest 
for him, that young man would remem- 
ber that service among the ruins, with 
its message, “God is round about me, 
and can I be dismayed?” 

Habakkuk had the same faith. God 
had shown him beforehand the dreadful 
destruction the Chaldean invaders would 
bring upon Judah. The prophet shud- 
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dered, but God told him that through 
their faith the godly would be supported 
through all those dark days. With that 
certainly Habakkuk could. face the 
wreck and ruin war would bring, and 
say, “Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I 
will joy in the God of my, salvation.” 
Disaster might take everything else, but 
the faithful would never lose God. To- 
day people worry about the atom bomb 
and the H-bomb, but if we are true 
Christians, whatever comes, we shall 
have God, and neither life nor death 
shall be able to separate us from His 
love toward us in Christ. 


Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 
% 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“O Lord, how long shall I cry, and 
thou wilt not hear!” (Hab. 1:2.)—The 
prophet was an observant and conscien- 
tious man. He noticed the iniquity, 
spoiling, violence, strife, and contention 
which prevailed and cried to the Lord 
about them, but did not receive an im- 
mediate answer. 

Like many others, he could not under- 
stand why the Lord did not use His 
omnipotent power and summarily crush 
the evildoers. 

During the war, thousands of people 
wondered how long they were going to 
cry to the Lord without being heard. 

Someone has said: “Give God time, 
and even when the knife flashes in the 
air, the ram will be seen caught in the 
thicket (Gen. 22); give God time, and 
even when Pharaoh’s host is on Israel’s 
heels, a path through the waters will 
be suddenly opened (Exod. 14). Give 
God time, and when the bed of the 
brook is dry, Elijah shall hear the 
guiding voice (1 Kings 17).” 

Waiting! Yes, trustfully waiting ! 

I know, though I’ve waited long, 

That, while He withholds His purpose, 

His waiting cannot be wrong. 

“Thou art of purer eyes than to be- 
hold evil” (Hab. 1:13).—This does not 
mean that God does not see the evil 
and oppression in the world, for “all 
things are naked and opened unto the 
eyes of him with whom we have to do.” 
But He cannot behold evil with pleas- 
ure. He does not condone it. Because 
He is longsuffering, He does not punish 
evildoers at once (2 Pet. 3:9). But His 
longsuffering must not be interpreted as 
indifference. 

Kepler, the astronomer, whose genius 
discovered the laws which govern the 
movement of the planets, saw his labors 
despised by his contemporaries. When 
he was dying, a friend asked him if he 
did not suffer intensely by dying with- 
out seeing his discoveries appreciated. 
“My friend,” said Kepler, “God waited 
5,000 years for one of His creatures to 
discover the admirable laws which He 
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has given to the stars, and cannot I wait 
also until justice is done me?” 

“I will stand upon my watch .. . and 
will watch” (Hab. 2:1).—That is the 
proper thing to do. Just as a watchman 
takes his stand in the watchtower and 
watches, so the prophet would be spir- 
itually alert for an answer from God. 
It is no vain thing to wait upon God. 
“Blessed are all they that wait for him” 
(Isa. 30:18). “They shall not be ashamed 
that wait for me” (Isa, 49:23). 

It is true that “they also serve who 
only stand and wait.” We often accom- 
plish more by patient waiting than by 
direct action. 

There was a very balky horse which 
no one in town could drive. A kind 
gentleman undertook to drive him 
through the White Mountains. His owner 
laughed, and said, “You cannot drive out 
of town, much less through the moun- 
tains.” He said quietly, “I think I will 
manage him,” and he did. He took some 
books along, and when the horse balked, 
he quietly flung the reins on the hook, 
took out a book and began to read, and 
waited patiently until the horse saw fit 


THE “WAIT” THAT SHOULDN'T BREAK THE WAGON DOWN 
4 a 
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to start. After doing this several times 
the horse was cured. 

Two choice books for believers to per. 
use while waiting and watching are the 
Bible and the hymn book! 

“And the Lord answered me, and said 
Write the vision” (v. 2).—Praise His 
name, He does answer all who patiently 
wait for Him! By waiting and watch. 
ing, Habakkuk received a vision of the 
time when “the earth shall be filleg 
with the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (y, 
14). He also learned what was God's 
ideal for His people until the vision was 
fulfilled, viz., “live by his faith.” The 
vision was for the future, hence the 
prophet was to sketch it plainly on the 
tablets before his house. Those who 
paused to read it could run and te] 
others the glorious news. Faith in the 
vision would make one an overcomer, 

The vision to the men of Judah may 
only have meant deliverance from their 
enemies; but with Hebrews 10:37 before 
us, where the pronouns are changed 
from the neuter to the masculine gender, 
we know the Saviour’s second advent is 
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im view. That hope has its purifying 
effect on believers today. 

“The just shall live by faith” (Hab. 
9:4).—This is the expression which the 
Lord blessed so abundantly through the 
Apostle Paul in his day and threugh 
Martin Luther in his day. It is the way 
of salvation in Romans 1:17; it is the 
secret of deliverance from legalism in 
Galatians 3:11; it is the power enabling 
tried ones to rise above trouble in He- 
prews 10:38. Happy the person who can 
say with the spirit and with the under- 
standing: 

fd rather walk by faith with Him, 

Than go alone by sight. 

“Yet I will rejoice in the Lord” (Hab. 
#18)—The prophet has just listed six 
negatives: no figs, no grapes, no olives, 
no grain, no flocks, and no herds; then 
adds, “Yet I will rejoice in the Lord.” 
He knew the Lord to be superior to 
things. The New Testament equivalent 
df this verse is: “Rejoice in the Lord 
alway: and again I say, Rejoice” (Phil. 
£4). 

A Brahman of distinction in Western 
India believed the Gospel and was bap- 
tized. By this he lost possession of his 
houses, his fields, his wells, his wife, and 
his children. On being asked how he 
bere his sorrows, he replied: “Ay, I am 
often asked that; but I am never asked 
how I bear my joys, for I have joys 

with which a stranger intermed- 
de The Lord Jesus found me, and 


never leave me!” 


‘Wawona, Cauir, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


. fellows, Habakkuk’s closing words 
our lesson text today remind me 
/'message sent by General Ferdi- 
‘Foch (who later became Marshal 
ance) to Marshal Joffre during the 
id battle of the Marne, which was 
the'turning point in World War I. The 
Germans had come down into the valley 
ofthe Marne in overwhelming numbers, 
flushed with their successes in preceding 
battles, and I remember very well how 
itlooked to all the world (including us 
inthe U.S.A.!) as if the cause of the 
Allies was lost. But this was the aston- 
ishing message from that intrepid gen- 
etal: “My right has been rolled up. My 
left has been driven back. My center 
has been smashed. I have ordered an 
advance from all directions!” Boy! that 
Was the spirit, wasn’t it! And it won. 
That battle will go down in history as 
one of the world’s greatest. We are told 
that General Foch had a set tire daily 
for private prayer. 
aw here comes the Prophet Habak- 
kin the last days of Israel as a nation, 
When the land had been overrun by its 
eMies and the glory of a once proud 
tee was fading away; Habakkuk, with 
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a magnificent faith in God and the ulti- 
mate restoration of His people according 
to the promises of God; lis‘en to him as 
he views the wretchedness about him: 
“Although the fig tree shall not blos- 
som, neither shall fruit be in the vines; 
the labcur of the olive shall fail, and 
the fields shall yield no meat; the flock 
shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no herd in the stalls: yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
of my salvation” (Hab. 3:17, 18). Habak- 
kuk first made the statement: “The just 
shall live by his faith,” and the Apostle 
Paul was so taken with it that he used 
it in three of his great Epistles: Romans 
1:17; Galatians 3:11; and Hebrews 10:38, 

Dr. Halley, in his great little Bible 
Handbcok, commenting on Habakkuk’s 
statement, says this: “Faith is the abil- 
ity to feel so sure of God, in a world 
that is all out of joint and filled with 
violence, injustice, and oppression, that 
no matter how dark the times; things 
will come out all right, and that for 
God’s people there is a glorious future. 
It may be a long way off. But it is 
absolutely sure. The book [Habakkuk] 
has a message of magnificent optimism.” 
Dr. Halley’s comment was written many 
years ago; it is even more appropriate 
to conditions today than it was then. 
Indeed, fellows, the only source of secur- 
ity we have left in the world today is 
the source that Habakkuk relied upon 
—that is in God, our Heavenly Father. 
No matter how large and how well 
trained an army we may have, or how 
powerful our navy might be, or how 
many jet planes that might fly 1,000 
m.p.h.— nor even how large a stock-pile 
of atom bombs we may have, yet there 
is a terrific dread in the hearts of all 
people today. Top scientists have issued 
dire warnings and tell us there is no 
sure defense against complete destruc- 
tion by an air-borne enemy. Doubtless 
more people are thinking right now of 
sudden death than ever before in the 
world’s history. 

How good it is to know there is one 
sure refuge — and that is God Almighty, 
our Heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ His Son; to know that whatever 
comes there is one sure place of safety 
for you, if you have taken Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour. 

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because 
he trusteth in thee” (Isa. 26:3). 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
w 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


LTHOUGH Habakkuk prophesied 

long after Israel had. been carried 
away to Assyria, I believe we may still 
count him one of the pre-exilic prophets. 
The reason for this is that his prophecy 
concerns Judah, not Israel, and Judah 
had not yet gone into exile. Habakkuk 
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does not tell us anything about himself 
or when his book was written, but it 
seems evident that he prophesied some 
time during the lifetime of Jeremiah. 
Both Habakkuk and = Jeremiah view 
Judah just before the Captivity, but 
Habakkuk has only three chapters while 
Jeremiah has fifty-two. However, even 
though Habakkuk is so short, it is an 
important book, and there are several 
quotations from it in the New Testa- 
ment. 

What, then, is the theme of Habakkuk? 
I believe it is “Man trying to understand 
God’s ways.” Do you remember that 
Amos, Hosea, and Micah were all greatly 
concerned over the sins of Judah as well 
as those of Israel? Habakkuk lived 
later than they did and conditions had 
become worse rather than better. He 
prayed about the condition of Judah, 
but did not seem to get any answer. As 
we read the first four verses of the book, 
find the particular sins about which 
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Habakkuk was concerned. (Violence, 
iniquity, grievance, spoiling, strife, con- 
tention, laws disobeyed, justice never 
done, the wicked rising rather than the 
just.) Habakkuk knew that God hated 
sin, so he could not understand why 
God did not change conditions in answer 
to his prayer. 

God answered Habakkuk in the next 
few verses by telling him that He was 
going to allow the Chaldeans to pun- 
ish Judah for her sins. Read verses 
5 and 6. 

Habakkuk was very sad and much 
amazed at this, because the Chaldeans 
were much more wicked than the Jews. 
He realized that Judah deserved pun- 
ishment, but he could not understand 
why God would allow a more wicked 
nation, in fact, a most cruel nation, to 
do it. Read what he said to the Lord 
in Habakkuk 1:12, 13. What did Habak- 
kuk already know about God? (He was 
everlasting, holy, the judge, mighty, one 
who corrects, pure, one who cannot look 
upon sin.) Before we go farther, take 
another look at that last phrase, “And 
canst not look on iniquity.” -Here we 
find the reason why God had to turn 
away from His Son when He died on the 
cross for our sins. The God who cannot 
look upon iniquity had to turn from Him, 
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because He was bearing “the iniquity 
of us all.” How much do we appreciate 
the cost of our salvation? 

In Habakkuk 1:13 the prophet is won- 
dering why the all-powerful God, who 
hates sin, still allows it to go on, and 
he wonders still more why He is going 
to allow the cruel Chaldeans to over- 
run the land. 

Now read Habakkuk 2:1. God did not 
answer the prophet’s question immedi- 
ately, so Habakkuk waited patiently for 
an answer. Notice that he waited in 
the right spirit. He did not say, “God 
should not allow this.” Instead he said 
in substance: “I do not understand this, 
so I will wait for the Lord’s teaching. 
I am the one who needs reproof; God 
is sure to be right.” 

Read the next three verses. God tells 
Habakkuk to write down what he 
learns, so that those who read it may 
run to proclaim it. If it is not clear, 
wait until it is. The message is certain 
to be made plain to those who will lis- 
ten to it. What is the message? You 
will find it in the last part of verse 4. 
The Apostle Paul understood this mes- 
sage and went all over the known world 
proclaiming it. He quotes this verse in 
three of his Epistles: Romans 1:17, Gala- 
tians 3:11, and Hebrews 10:38, 
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This same Scripture became clear to 
Martin Luther and started the Reforma. 
tion. It is a wonderful message. The 
only ones who are “just” are those who 
have been justified by the blood of 
Christ. These are to live by faith. What 
does that mean? They are to trust God, 
whether they understand His dealings or 
not. When Habakkuk understood this, 
God explained more of His plans to him, 
Judah was to be punished by the Chal. 
deans, but after God had permitted this 
for the restoration of His people, the 
Chaldeans would themselves be pun- 
ished ‘still more severely. Read verse 
8, which is addressed to the Chaldeans, 
The rest of the chapter goes into detail 
on the sins of the Chaldeans and pro. 
nounces woes upon them. But right in 
the middle of those sad and solemn 
words, the Lord gives Habakkuk the 
assurance that his prayers for improve. 
ment of world conditions will yet be 
answered. Read verse 14. Isn’t that 
happy? Toward the end of chapter 2 
God shows the folly of idolatry, the sin 
of which the Chaldeans were probably 
more guilty than any other nation. The 
chapter closes with the recognition of 
the living Lord in His Temple. And 
here is perhaps the best known verse 
in Habakkuk: “The Lord is in his holy 
temple: let all the earth keep silence 
before him.” 

The last chapter of Habakkuk is a 
psalm of prayer and praise. Habakkuk 
had learned more of the greatness and 
majesty of God, but he had also learned 
to trust Him more fully. Read his stir- 
ring words in the last three verses of 
the Book. This would be well worth 
memorizing. After Habakkuk has been 
taught of the Lord, he is able to say, 
Though everything else fails I will still 
trust in the Lord. More than that: 
Though everything goes wrong and there 
seems to be no provision of any sort for 
me, “I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my salvation.” Habak- 
kuk was surely one of the just who lived 
by his faith. Are you? 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


: we 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are 

to limit the total submitted on each lesson ® 

four illustrations. 


Joy Amidst Disaster.—I will rejoice in 
the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation (Hab. 3:18, Golden Text). 
The other day I heard a man say he had 
a friend who was very rich, but he lost 


- all his money in one great blow as the 


result of the war. He had always beet 
testifying that, thank God, he had every- 
thing in Jesus; and the people all came 
out to prayer meeting to hear what he 
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would say after he had lost all his 
money. He came the next night to 

er meeting, and he said, “Thank 
God, I have had Jesus in everything; 
now I have everything in Jesus !"—-From 
Mel Trotter, in Record of Christian 
Work. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. 


Dr. Goforth’s Six-Year Wait—O Lord, 
how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not 
hear! (Hab. 1:2.) Shortly after arrival 
in China, Jonathan Goforth received the 
assurance that Changte would be his 
field. “For six years, however, our faith 
was sorely tested. Of all places, Changte 
seemed most determined to keep out the 
missionary. And there were other dif- 
ficulties in the way... . So for six years 
the door to Changte remained fast 
dosed. But during all those years Mr. 
Goforth never once lost sight of God’s 
promise to him, nor failed to believe it. 
Again and again, when Mr. Goforth and 
his colleague visited the city, they were 
mobbed and threatened, the people 
showing the utmost hostility. But the 
day came at last, when the long-prayed- 
for permission from the presbytery to 
open Changte was granted. The very 
next morning found Mr. Goforth en 
route for Changte, to secure property 
for a mission site. Often has he told 
how, all the way over that day to 
Changte, he prayed the Lord to open 
the hearts of the people, and make them 
willing to give him the property most 
suitable for the work. Within three 
days of his reaching Changte he had 
thirty-five offers of property, and was 
able to secure the very piece of land 
he had earlier chosen as most ideal for 
the mission.”"—From “How I Know God 
Answers Prayer,” by Rosalind Goforth. 
Sent by Mrs. Mary Bryson, Hollyburn, 
B.C., Can. Prize illustration. 


His One Word.—Therefore the law is 
slacked, and judgment doth never go 
forth: for the wicked doth compass about 
the righteous (Hab. 1:4). A European 
story tells of a visit Tito made to a 
temote part of Yugoslavia. He delivered 
atadio speech, and, when an old peasant 
showed curiosity about the microphone, 
told him that it carried the voice to 
Washington and London. The old man 
asked if he might not speak into it. 
Tito shook his head. “Only two words?” 
Sid the peasant. “No,” replied Tito. 
“One word?” the peasant begged. Tito 
sirugged his shoulders. What harm 
Could it do? “Go ahead,” he said. The 
did man stepped up to the microphone. 
Help!” he shouted—From the Boston 
Globe. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 


City, Nebr. 


“Good News Too Much!"—It will 
mirely come, it will not tarry (Hab. 2:3). 
4§ Banfield of Nigeria sat with his 
tative teacher translating the twentieth 

of Revelation, he reached the 
that speaks of Satan being bound 
for a thousand years. The native had 
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been listening spellbound, and suddenly 
made a rush for the door and ran up 
and down the yard in a state of ecstatic 
joy. When the translator followed to 
find the cause of his joy the pundit said, 
“Good news too much, Master; no Devil 
for a thousand years !”—From the Evan- 
gelical Christian. Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


No Other Way.—The just shall live by 
his faith (Hab, 2:4). I rather like the 
small boy’s version of the hymn, “Trust 
and Obey,” when he said that at Sun- 
day school they had been singing “Trust 
and O.K.” Good! Everything must 
be O.K. if the life has been committed 
to His precious keeping. There is no 
other way.—From the Expositor. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


A Barley-Loaf Answer.—Although the 
fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines (Hab. 3:17). I 
once heard Dr. R. V. Bingham, who 
founded the Sudan Interior Mission, tell 
of the early days of that work. As I 
recall, he said that for several months 
after the mission was launched its total 
income was only some sixty dollars. 
Those were testing months for Dr. Bing- 
ham and his family. The day came 
when they had no food and no money. 
That very day the nextdoor neighbor 
brought in a freshly baked barley loaf. 
She knew nothing of the Binghams’ 
plight, but God knew. The good neigh- 
bor simply thought the folk next door 
would like a taste of her barley bread. 
But to the Binghams it was the Lord’s 
provision in answer to prayer, and no 
bread had ever tasted so sweet to them. 
Rowland Bingham was trusting the Lord 
to meet his needs, but he was not sit- 
ting around doing nothing. He was at 
the good work of getting the Gospel to 
the millions of the Sudan. In that good 
work to which God called him, he could 
rightly trust God to provide, and God 
did. And when we are set to do the good 
that God puts before us to do each day, 
we, too, can trust the Lord to see us 
through, and He will. So “trust in the 
Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in 
the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.” 
—From Joseph Edwin Harris, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. 
J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


Strength Supplied in Desperate Need. 
—The Lord God is my strength (Hab. 
3:19). Sgt. Vernon W. Entrekin relates 
how he recited the 145th Psalm while 
dangling by his left foot from a para- 
chute after bailing out of a C-47 trans- 
port plane during a swirling snowstorm. 
Entrekin was one of six aboard the plane 
when the pilot lost control above 
Dwight, Nebr. It was his first parachute 
leap. He had been reading the 145th 
Psalm just before starting out on the 
flight. He found himself saying: “The 
Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth 
up all those that be bowed down... . 
The Lord is nigh unto all them that call 
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upon him, to all that call upon him in 
truth.” He asked for strength to climb 
back into the parachute harness which 
he had failed to fasten securely. Gasp- 
ing for breath in the icy air, and sum- 
moning the last ounce of his energy, 
Entrekin doubled his body, and caught 
hold of the harness above his foot. 
Slowly he was able to climb back toa | 
sitting position while dropping swiftly 
through the air. Finally he landed with 
a jolt and unbuckled his parachute har- 
ness. He said simply, “Thank _you, 
Lord.”—From Now. Sent by B. M. Dob- 
bin, Tingley, Iowa, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Habakkuk Teaches Trust in God 
(Hab. 1:1; 2:18-20; 3:17-19) 


OR this lesson the teacher may have 

the poster all prepared. Although 
authorities consider it likely that Habak- 
kuk was a musical Levite serving in the 
Temple, nevertheless his second chapter 
draws for me the picture of one who 
has gone with his problem to a lonely 
spot on a watchtower in the quiet of the 
night, there to pray and await God's 
revelation. So my Habakkuk poster is 
a very dark blue background. A rec- 
tangle of dark gray (approximately two- 
thirds the dimensions of the back- 
ground) has the top notched regularly 
to simulate a battlemented parapet (top 
of the watchtower). A kneeling figure 
(or one looking up to Heaven) repre- 
sents Habakkuk, and is pasted with the 
base behind the parapet, as though on 
the roof. Gummed silver (or gold) stars 
dot the sky. The prophet’s name may 
be written in white ink at the top of 
the poster, and “The Lord is in his holy 
temple” on the tower. If a new attend- 
ance design for summer months is de- 
sired, the children may make similar 
smaller pictures with stars to be added 
each Sunday for attendance in the 
earthly Temple of the Lord. 

Habakkuk had a problem on his heart. 
He could not understand why God let 
bad people get away with their wicked- 
ness. If God was good and fair, as God 
was supposed to be, why didn’t He do 
something right off quick and stop the 
bad people? Habakkuk took his trouble 
right to God. He went off in a quiet 
place to be alone and wait for God’s 
answer. Here (on the poster) we see 
him ‘way up on the top of a lonely 
watchtower above the sleeping town. He 
seemed close to God up here. All was 
so quiet. He thought, “The Lord is in 
his holy temple: let all the earth keep 
silence before him” (Hab. 2:20, Mem- 
ory Verse). He waited and listened. 
Then he understood ! 

God wanted him to explain it to 
others, too, and make it very plain. God 
would punish the wicked some time — it 
might be a long while, but punishment 
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would surely come. And what about the 
good? They must keep their trust in 
God—no matter what. Some day all 
trouble would be over, and the whole 
world would be filled with the knowl- 
edge of God’s glory. Yes, Habakkuk 
could see it now. God was in His holy 
Temple, all the earth should be quiet 
before Him —not telling God how He 
ought to run things! He would do what 
was right at the right time. 

Habakkuk still did not know why God 
did not act now. But he just left it all 
with God, and wrote a prayer to sing 
in the Temple services. “Even though 
I starve to death, I will trust and praise 
my God,” sang Habakkuk. Shall we 
read the Bible words? (Hab. 3:17-19.) 
There are probably times when you do 
not see why God lets certain things 
happen. (Discuss.) We cannot know 
all the whys, any more than Habakkuk, 
but Wwe can have Habakkuk’s faith in 
God. 

During this quarter it is advisable for 
pupils to become familiar with the loca- 
tion of the books written by the 
prophets. Drill on memorizing the or- 
der of names, the Major Prophets first, 
as two of them were studied within the 
past six months, then the Minor 
Prophets. Have the pupils find the ap- 
proximate middle of the unopened pages 
of their Bibles. Open there. Have them 
divide the back “half in two again, and 
open. Results will vary, but they may 
have Psalms and Matthew. Show them 
that the Prophets, Isaiah to Malachi, 
come in this first half of the back part. 
Then let them try to open directly to 
the Prophets. Repeat four or five times, 
putting the score (number of successful 
pupils) on the blackboard each time. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY we have another prophet, one 
with a hard name, Habakkuk. We 
don’t know a thing about the man, not 
even who his father was. All we know 
of him is just this short book. He proph- 
esied immediately before the nation of 
Israel was carried into captivity. He 
speaks of the punishment that was to 
come, but he is more anxious that God 
should show forth His power and be 
glorified than that Israel should escape 
punishment. In this book are some of 
the most wonderful verses in all the Old 
Testament. It would be good to learn 
them, so you will never forget them. 
When I was a very little girl, I went 
to church and Sunday school, but today 
the only thing I remember about that 
church is the motto that hung in the 
entry just in front of the door. This was 
it: “The Lord is in his holy temple: 
let all the earth keep silence before 
him” (Hab. 2:20). 
Another verse that is a wonderful 
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prophecy that will be fulfilled when 
Christ sets up His Kingdom: “For the 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge 
of the glory of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14). Another is 
a prayer we might all pray: “O Lord, 
revive thy work in the midst of the 
years, in the midst of the years make 
known; in wrath remember mercy” 
(Hab, 3:2). 

The whole book tells of faith, a great 
faith in God and His righteousness. This 
faith comes to a climax in the last three 
verses of the book, sometimes called 
Habakkuk’s psalm of the kingdom. There 
is nothing in all the Bible more beauti- 
ful and majestic than those verses. Let’s 
study them a bit. 

“Although the fig tree shall not blos- 
som, neither shall fruit be in the vines.” 
In Palestine that would be serious, be- 
cause their fruit then was almost en- 
tirely the figs and grapes. Today they 
have oranges, lemons, and grapefruit. 
“The labour of the olive shall fail, and 
the fields shall yield no meat.” That 
means that there would be no olives, 
after all the work was put on the trees, 
and the fields would raise no grain. 
“The flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls.” 
They should have no sheep or goats or 
cattle. Now we'll add this all up, no 
fruit, no olives or olive oi], no grain, no 
meat. In America today that would 
mean no fruit to eat or can or freeze, 
no olives or olive oil, no grain, cereals, 
or vegetables, no beef or lamb or pork or 
any meat. All the things we have to eat 
come in this somewhere, either directly 
or indirectly. We could have no bread 
if we had no grain. We could have no 
fat if we had no animals or vegetables. 
What would we eat? Children, Habak- 
kuk was drawing a picture of famine, 
nothing to eat. We say, “We couldn’t 
live; we would starve.” 

But Habakkuk said, “Even though all 
this happens, Yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my sal- 
vation.” That is faith. Sometimes we 
are very much troubled because we 
don’t have everything we want. We 
think we are very poor if we can’t have 
meat almost every day, and we would 
think we were really starving if we had 
no fruit or vegetables. When we are 
very poor, do we praise God and thank 
Him? We are told to thank God for 
everything, “In every thing give thanks.” 
Why should we thank Him only for the 
good things? Paul tells us that ALL 
things work together for good to those 
who love the Lord, who are the called 
according to His purpose. Do we be- 
lieve this? With our heads we do, but 
I’m afraid our hearts are sometimes very 
unthankful. 

Habakkuk goes on to say: “The Lord 
God is my strength, and he will make 
my feet like hinds’ feet, and he will 
make me to walk upon mine high 
places.” His faith was in God, and he 
trusted God to make his feet as sure as 





the feet of a deer as it walked and ran 
and bounded along the mountainside, 
What a picture of faith! How often our 
faith is so weak it just crawls along in 
the dust! 

I want to give you my very favorite 
chorus —I wish I could send you the 
music. I don’t know where I first heard 
it, but I sing it over and over some days 
when it just fits my situation. The chil- 
dren could easily learn it if you could 
get the music. 


Got any rivers you think are uncrossable? 
Got any mountains you cannot tunnel 


through? 
God specializes in things thought im- 
possible, 
And He will do what no other one can 
do. 


Children have more faith than we 
adults. This lesson is easier for them 
than it is for the teacher. 

FELTON, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 439) 


1. Shortly before the Chaldean inva- 
sion of Judah (Hab. 1:5). 


2. (a) Why God allowed the sins of 
His people to go unpunished (chap. 1: 
2-4); why God would punish His people 
by means of a still more wicked nation 
(chap. 1:13-17). 

3. Because it was a message which 
weighed heavily on the prophet’s heart, 
and was spoken with great solemnity in 
the name of Jehovah. 

4. Psalms 37 and 73. 

5. As a sign of immunity. See Eccie- 
siastes 8:11. 

6. To perform His judgments in the 
earth (Hab. 1:12). So He called Nebu- 
chadnezzar “my servant” (Jer. 25:9). 


7. Because a man’s wickedness is 
turned to God’s purposes in judgment, 
he is not thereby excused. See the argu- 
ment in the second chapter, from verse 5. 


8. “That he who runs may read.” It is 
not a matter of reading while you run, 
but what you read makes you run. 


9. God’s judgment on the Chaldeans 
after He had used them to scourge His 
people (Hab. 1:8, 17). 

10. Chapter 1, the prophet’s complaint; 
chapter 2, God’s answer; chapter 3, the 
prophet’s psalm. 

11. The last verse of Cowper’s hymn, 
“Sometimes a Light Surprises.” 


WHEATON, ILL. 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for June 4 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 4 


1. Must We Yield to Temptation? 
(Luke 4:1-13; Heb. 4:15, 16) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


UR topics, of which this is the first, 
are centered around the central 
theme, “Facing Some Tests of Life.” In 
one sense this week’s topic includes the 
following three. Certainly if we can 
understand and appropriate what God’s 
Word has to say about temptation, we 
shall be forewarned and forearmed in 
the matter of improper dating, of gam- 
bling, and of making all other decisions 
that have to do with harmful or doubt- 
ful habits. 

Travelers who have journeyed by 
seamer up the Gardner Canal on the 
coast of British Columbia have noticed 
an interesting phenomenon. Time and 
again, as the steamer rounds a bend in the 
waterway, it seems hemmed in by tower- 
ingmountains on every hand. No way out 
is visible, and it seems quite certain that 
here must be the end of the navigable 
waterway. Then, as the steamer pro- 
ceeds a little farther, what appeared to 
be impassable walls seem to swing apart 
and the way opens up. And so it con- 
tinues for several hours, the way out 
ievealing itself just when there seems to 
be no way. 

And so it is in the journey of life. 
There will be many times when it will 
seem that temptation has hemmed us in 
on every hand, and there is no way out. 
But God’s Word holds for us a blessed 
promise for just such a situation. It is 
in 1 Corinthians 10:13, and it reads, 
‘There hath no temptation taken you 
but such as is common to man: but God 
is faithful, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it.” 

se 

Four comforting and reassuring truths 

are stated in the above verse: 


1. The first is that the temptations that 
come to us are not unique or unusual, 
tut come to all mankind. Therefore, 
the fact that others are able to with- 
sland them should give us courage. 

2, With the temptation, God provides 
for our escape. “He knoweth our frame” 
(Psa, 103:14), and because Christ “him- 
wif hath suffered being tempted, he is 
ible to succour them that are tempted” 
(Heb. 2:18). 

3. God provides the way of escape, not 
merely “a way,” as our King James Ver- 
sion reads. The way is the Lord Jesus 
Himself, who is the Christian’s seven- 
fold armor described in Ephesians 6: 
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11-18, whereby we are “able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6: 
11). 

4. The way of escape is sufficient for 
the most subtle, or assaulting, or seem- 
ingly overwhelming temptation that can 
possibly come to us, for we shall be 
“able to bear it,” if we use the way God 
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LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hun cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world— 


and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by word of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 


has provided. 


Thus God has provided an indisput- 
able answer to the question posed by 
our topic, “Must we yield to tempta- 
tion?” and it is an emphatic, “No!” 


nents. . 


Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. Your prayers 
and help requested. Write to 


LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


P. 0. Box 488-T_ 
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However, there is another side to 
temptation than God’s side. He provides 
the way of escape, but we must take it, 
An animal trapped in a cage is just as 
truly behind the bars though the door be 
opened, until it flees through the door 
to the outside world. There are some 
things that only we can do in this mat- 
ter of temptation. God cannot do them 
for us. Let us see several of them: 

1. We must avoid temptation (Prov. 
4:15). We are not using Gods way of 
escape when we deliberately put our- 
selves in the way of temptation by going 
to those places, or associating with those 
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persons, or doing those things through - 


which we know from experience temp- 
tation comes. How foolish it is to ask 
God to keep us from taking His name 
in vain and yet deliberately choose com- 
panions who curse and swear; or to be 
kept from gambling and yet attend the 
race track. 

2. We are to abstain from every form 
of evil (1 Thess, 5:22). We foolishly 
tell ourselves, sometimes, that we can 
indulge in what we call a little sin, or 
cherish some little “weight” (Heb. 12: 
1), and yet have the victory over so- 
called greater sins. On the contrary, 
we make ourselves less able to resist 
temptation every time we yield to or 
condone what we like to think of as 
lesser faults. 

3. We are to resist the Devil (Jas. 4: 
7). The sevenfold armor and equipment 
given to the believer (Eph. 6) covers 
every part of his body in front. But 
there is no covering for his back. We 
are to face him and resist him, trusting 
in the protection of our armor, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Note also that the believer’s one 
weapon of offense is the sword of the 
Spirit, the Word of God. The Lord Jesus 
used this weapon when He met Satan’s 
temptation in the wilderness, described 
in our first Scripture portion for this 
week, from Luke 4, and if you have read 
Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress,” you will 
recall that it was with this same weapon 
that Christian put Apollyon to flight 
after he had nearly been exhausted by 
Apollyon’s attack. 

But how can we use the sword of the 
Spirit, which God has provided for us, 
if we do not read, and meditate upon, 
and study God’s Word? We must know 
the Scriptures and use them against 
Satan, if we are to resist him effectively 
and victoriously. 

4. Finally we must pray, The summing 
up of Hebrews 4:14, 15, which is the 
second part of our Scripture lesson for 


-this week, lies in the sixteenth verse. 


Since we have a high priest who knows 
our infirmities and our weaknesses, and 
who was tempted in all points like as 
we are, and yet without sin, we are to 
“come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need.” This 
conclusion parallels the. conclusion of 
Ephesians 6, where we learn of the 
Christian’s armor, for there we read that 
in addition to putting on the whole 
armor of God we are to pray “always 
with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit” (v. 18). 

God has done and will continue .to 
do His part, so that we need not yield 
to temptation. Will you do your part? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

% 


Oh, when shall we learn the sweet 
trust in God that our little children 
teach us every day by their confiding 
faith in us?—Phillips Brooks, 
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Children \ at Home 


Pao Sing’s Golden Orange 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


AO SING and his little sister Mee. 
Mee were washed and ready for 

Sunday school, for this was “Big Wor. 
ship Day” in their little Chinese village. 

Mother had made them hurry because 
she liked them to be at the teacher’s house 
nice and early, and they had to call for 
their cousin Ling Sing, for he would 
never come unless they brought him. 

Most of the neighbors’ children were 
asleep, but there were some who were 
playing around the compounds on that 
hot, breathless afternoon, and they stop- 
ped to laugh and jeer at Pao Sing and 
his little sister as they passed. 

“See! See! They are off to the Jesus 
Worship School! Catch us going in this 
heat. They are silly little fools.” 

The Sunday school was held this aft- 
ernoon outside Teacher Wong’s house, 
as it had a roomy porch in front, and 
the roof sloped down and gave welcome 
shade. There was no proper church in 
the village, so everyone met at the 
teacher’s house for worship. When more 
came than could be seated on the porch, 
the men wove bamboo screens with the 
leaves as a sort of shelter from the 
blazing sun. 

Some distance away there was a fine, 
big orange tree growing by the road- 
side and covered with delicious, golden- 
ripe fruit. As it belonged to no one 
specially, anyone passing along the hot, 
dusty road might pick an orange, but 
the unwritten law of the village was 
that no one must be greedy and take 
more than his share. They were there 
free just for the refreshment of pass- 
ing “road guests.” 

Pao Sing and his little sister ran 
toward it, for already they were very 
hot and thirsty. 

“I’m going to climb up and reach that 
great big one,” said the boy. “If I jump 
high, I can catch the branch.” 

“Are you going to pick one for Cousin 
Ling?” asked Mee-Mee. 

“No, I’m not,” said Pao Sing; “he was 
horrid and mean to me the other day 
at school. Hurry up, Mee-Mee, and let’s 
eat our oranges before we go to his 
home.” 

“I wish he weren’t coming tomorrow 
to stay a while with us,” said Mee-Mee, 
“but his mother is sick and Uncle Sing 
is away.” 

“He is a nasty, mean boy,” said Pao 
Sing loudly. “I shall show him how to 
behave when he is with us. I'll teach 
the little toad !” 

“Who is a nasty, mean boy?” said a 
voice beside them, and the children saw 
their old granny coming along to the 
service. Pao Sing had spoken so loudly 
from under the orange tree that Granny 
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had heard him, and now she added: “T 
think people who stop to eat oranges 
on the way to Sunday school should 
hurry up. I hope you have one picked 
for Ling Sing, too; he has farther to 
come, and it is indeed hot-to-death this 
afternoon.” 

Pao Sing pouted and hesitated, but 
somehow Granny made him feel he 
would be very mean if he did not pick 
an orange for his little cousin, who was 
much younger than himself. He there- 
fore did so, but to his disgust he saw 
it was bigger than the one he had got 
for himself. 

When they reached their cousin’s home 
they had a lot of trouble to make Ling 
Sing come with them to Sunday school. 

“No, I don’t want to go; it’s too hot!” 
he cried. 

Then Mee-Mee, who was a very kind 
little girl, started to persuade him as 
she held out the orange. “It’s far big- 
ger than the one I had. If you come 
along quickly you shall have some out 
of our yard after school, too, only you 
must hurry.” 

Somehow or other, by pushing and 
pulling him along, for Ling Sing was 
short and fat, they managed to get to 
the Sunday school, which had already 
begun. 

‘I won’t go in,” said Ling Sing. “I 
don’t want to go. Leave me alone. My 
father and mother say Jesus worship 
is no good at all.” 

His cousins slipped quietly inside, 
leaving Ling Sing standing outside 
dutching his big orange. As the happy 
singing began he crept close to a bam- 
boo screen and made a hole so that he 
could see what was going on without 
anyone noticing him. 

After the singing came a story — quite 
aremarkable story about a boy who gave 
the great Jesus they worshiped all the 
food he had brought for himself one 
day out in the wilderness, and that this 
Wonderful Jesus accepted his gift and 
used it to feed thousands of hungry peo- 
ple, 


Then the children sang: 


Gifts for Jesus Saviour 
Let us gladly bring, 
For He loves us dearly, 
Gives us everything. 


“Come, Mee-Mee,” said the teacher, 
‘t's your turn to hold the basket for 
gifts today.” 

So Ling Sing saw his little cousin 
tise, and very pleased she looked as 
the children all marched to the front, 
putting something into her basket. 
: es it was just an egg or a few 
Peanuts, fruit or flowers, for some of 
the boys and girls were too poor to give 
éven a cash coin. ‘ 

Suddenly Ling Sing felt he would like 
10 give something, too, but all he had 
Was his orange. He hesitated, then he 
Qickly dashed over to where Mee-Mee 
Was standing, and put his orange right 
in with the other gifts! 
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Pao Sing and his little sister were 
astonished, but felt very, very glad. 

When he came to stay with his cousins, 
Ling Sing one evening knelt down as 
Pao Sing and Mee-Mee were saying 
their prayers. He listened, with his 
eyes shut, but said nothing until a day 
or so afterward. 

“My cousin, I want to learn to talk 
to your Jesus. Perhaps He will hear, 
and make my mother better.” 

So it happened that before Ling Sing 
went home he had learned quite a lot 
about the One who was loved and wor- 
shiped in his cousins’ family. 

Often Pao Sing and Mee-Mee would 
recall that hot Sunday afternoon. 

“How glad I am that I gave him that 
big orange! I didn’t want to do so, but 
none of us likes to disobey Granny; she 
always looks so sad if we do. Then sud- 
denly I remembered that Ling Sing 
didn’t know or love Jesus, and his home 
is so different from ours, so no wonder 
he was pretty mean sometimes with no 
one to help him to be different. How 
pleased Jesus must have been when He 
saw him putting his orange into the 
gift basket! I had a share in that, you 
know !” 3 

“Yes,” said Mee-Mee, “but I am just 
as glad as you because I was able to 
make him come along with us because 
of that same golden orange.” 


WorrTHING, Sussex, ENG. 








On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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China Inland Mission Books 


SURGERY SPEAKS TO CHINA 
by Dr. Paul Adotiph 
Doctors, nurses, and laymen alike find 
thrilling human interest and a heart- 
warming Gospel emphasis in this first- 
hand account of medical missions in 


China. Illustrated. 195 pages. $1.50 
MRS. HOWARD TAYLOR: Her Web of Time 
by Geraldine Guinness 


Mrs. Taylor is known to thousands 
around the world for her missionary 
biographies. Now the story of her own 
life, written by her niece, is being 
blessed of God to its readers. _Illus- 
trated. 370 pages. $2.25 


BLOSSOM OF THE CRAG _ by Marie Barham 


Founded on fact, this story of a Chinese 
girl in our own generation is told in a 
way that carries the reader over to 
China and into the situations in which 
Cloud finds herself. 208 pages. $1.25 


Send for 1950 catalog. Ask for sample copy 
of the Mission’s magazines, China’s Millions 
and Young China. 


China Inland Mission Book Department 
237 W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44, Pa. 
150 St. George Street, Toronto 5, Ontario 


























Physically crippled, but 2 Christian 


U.S.A. 
P. O. Box 8164 
Portland 7, Oregon 





800 LEPROSY PATIENTS IN THE ORIENT 


The patient you see in the picture is one of the more 
advanced cases treated by our missionary nurse, 
BETH ALBERT, at Kunming, China. 
other patients are praying for Miss Albert’s return 
during 1950. 


Several new clinics and homes for the children of 
leprous parents are scheduled to open in India, 
Africa, and the Philippines during the coming year, 
as the Lord provides. 


If you want to have fellowship with us in reaching 
more of the world’s neglected victims of leprosy 
with the GOSPEL and with MEDICAL AID write 
for information to the 


INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN LEPROSY MISSION, INC. 


CANADA 
c/o Fairview Branch, Canadian Bank of Commerce 
Sixth and Granville, Vancouver, B.C. 


During 1948 and 1949 


He and 175 
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For these days of the 


Age -End 
~ Are YOU reading 
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PROPHECY MONTHLY? 


Editors: Keith L. Brooks, V. C. Oltrogge 


Official organ of American Prophetic League, Inc., to 
which the most tent heti ialists contribute 





study material and vital information. You need this 
monthly handbook of timely helps. $1 bill for 10-mo. 
trial. U.S. $1.20 yr., foreign $1.35. 

Box BB, Eagle Rock Station, Los A les 41 











A NEW EDITION OF 


A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of .the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringing it upto 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 





The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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ristian Character 


7 Parents love this work because it makes the 
Bible a living reality for all the family. 


» Leads our youth naturally to accept Christian 
values and to reject atheism, communism, and 
immoral influences that tear down wholesome 
home life. Abundantly provides the needed 
reinforcements to help win the battle against 
evil influences surrounding children. 


Acclaimed by American pastors, teachers and 
parents as a vital blessing to boys and girls. 
Uses Authorized Version with helpful Notes, 
Bible Maps and Visual Aids. 8 beautiful vol- 
umes, over 4,000 pages and more than 900 
pictures and paintings, many in full color. 

Opportunities for Representatives 
THE BOOK OF LIFE offers unusual oppor- 
tunities to capable men and women for Christ- 
ian service combined with increasing income 
... full or part time. Write for FREE Family 
Service Folder and give full information. 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 
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“Old Fashioned Revival Hour” 
Changes to Sunday Afternoon 


HEN radio’s outstanding full-hour 

religious program, “The Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour,” begins its second 
year over the coast-to-coast facilities of 
the American Broadcasting Company on 
Sunday, June 18, it will be heard simul- 
taneously in all sections of the country. 
Heretofore, the services held in the Long 
Beach, Calif., Municipal Auditorium on 
Sunday afternoons have been recorded 
and broadcast the following Sunday from 
8 to 9 a.m. in all time zones. 

Under the new set-up, “The Old Fash- 
ioned Revival Hour” services will be 
held from 1 to 2 p.m. (Pacific Daylight 
Saving Time) in the Long Beach Audi- 
torium and will be broadcast “live” at 
that time from coast to coast. 

Originated by Dr. Charles E. Fuller, 
who is the program’s principal speaker, 
“The Old Fashioned Revival Hour” ob- 
served the completion of twenty-five 
years on the air this last January. Dur- 
ing those years, again and again it has 
been cited as the outstanding religious 
program on the air, and has been cred- 
ited with the conversion of thousands of 
persons to whom it has brought inspira- 
tion and comfort. 

News of this change of broadcast time 
will be received with much rejoicing by 
the many friends of “The Old Fashioned 
Revival Hour.” 

4 


The Ruth Paxson 
Memorial Book Fund 


HEN Miss Ruth Paxson sent out 
one of her circular letters to her 
friends in 1947, she mentioned “the deep 
desire to have your believing prayer that 
God will use the message of the printed 
page more and more widely; that He 
will work mightily and bring about the 
translation and publication of all the 
books; that all the funds needed for 
the same may be provided and that He 
may prepare hearts to receive His mes- 
sage which will mean salvation and sat- 
isfaction.” Then she added: “I believe 
our Lord’s coming cannot be long de- 
layed and oh, how I long to be working 
through my books in all lands and 
among all peoples... .I want to be a 
witness unto Him not only in the US., 
but unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 
As many TIMEs readers will remember, 
Miss Paxson went Home to be with the 
Lord on the first of last October. Her 
heart-searching messages on the victo- 
rious life, as she has so clearly set them 
forth in her many books, are still being 
very widely read. Her faithful companion 
of recent years, Miss LeMardred Brush- 
wood, who was with Miss Paxson 
through her last illness, has written re- 
cently: 
January 1, 1950, would have been 
Miss Paxson’s golden anniversary in 


May 20, 1950 


I would plan something special for her 

—but she is having something very 

special—she is = nerraange | this golden 

anniversary in Heaven. Shall we carry 
on here on earth? I have started “The 

Ruth Paxson Memorial Book Fund,” 

to be used in the carrying out of the 

desire that I quoted for you in the 
above paragraph [as given in the first 
paragraph of this article]. 

All the friends of Miss Paxson among 
TIMEs readers, and others who have been 
blessed through her ministry, who would 
like to have a share in continuing to 
make her messages available to others, 
may send their contributions for the Me- 
morial Book Fund to Miss LeMardred 
Brushwood, Ambassador Apts., Hender- 
sonville, N. C. 


The Summer Conferences 
at America’s Keswick 


HE following Victorious Life Con- 
ferences will be held this summer at 
America’s Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J, 


Memorial Day Conference 
May 26-30 
Student Conference 
June 10-18 


July Fourth Conference 
June 30-July 4 


First July Conference 
July 8-16 
Ministers’ and Christian 
Workers’ Conference 
July 17-20 


Second July Conference 
July 22-30 


First August Conference 
August 5-13 


Second August Conference 
August 19-27 


Labor Day Conference 
September 1-4 

An attractive, illustrated leaflet giving 
the names of the leaders and speakers, 
directions for reaching Keswick either 
by rail or automobile, registration and 
entertainment rates, and other helpful 
information will be sent gladly upon 
request, if you will address the Victori- 
ous Life Testimony, Room 401, Common- 
wealth Bldg., 1201 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia 7. 
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The Substitute Fund 


HERE are numbers of Christian peo- 

ple, especially young folks, who 
would like to attend a conference at 
America’s Keswick, at Keswick Grove, 
N. J., but who are unable to for finan- 
cial reasons. Others who have expe- 
rienced the blessing that comes from 
attending one or more of the confer- 
ences are often glad to contribute toward 
the Substitute Fund, to make it possible 
for others, as “substitutes,” to go to Kes- 
wick. Gifts for this Fund are especially 
needed to make it possible for college 
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students and other young people to at- 
tend a conference. 
Those who would like to have a share 
in this worth-while ministry may send 
to the Victorious Life Testimony, 
Room 401, Commonwealth Bldg., 1201 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 7. 


The Temperance Reformation 
of 1813-1855 
(Continued from page 437) 


Here are some of the typical names, a 
mere twenty-five out of one thousand: 

James Brown Scott, secretary of the Car- 
negie Endowment for International Peace. 

John H. Finley, editor-in-chief of the 
New York Times. 

Darwin P. Kingsley, president of the New 
York Life Insurance Co. 

Theodore Janeway, physician-in-chief, 
Johns Hopkins Hospital. 

Henry P. Osborn, president of the Amer- 
iean Museum of Natural History. 

F. A. Vanderlip, president of the National 
City Bank. 

E. H. Gary, chairman of the U. S. Steel 
Corporation. 

Orville Wright, inventor and. aeronaut. 

A. R. Erskine, president of the Studebaker 
Corporation. 

W. J. Harahan, president of the Seaboard 
Air Line. 

Howard Elliot, president of the New York, 
New Haven, and Hartford Railroad. 

H. T. Herr, vice-president and general 
manager, Westinghouse Machine Co. 

Winston Churchill, the novelist. 

George H. Palmer, Department of Philos- 
ophy, Harvard University. 

Judge C. C. Kohlsaat, U. S. Circuit Court. 

George W. Stevens, president of the Ches- 
apeake and Ohio Railroad. 

W. W. Keen, president of the American 
Surgical Association. 

Richard C. Cabot, Harvard Medical School. 

John D. Rockefeller, chairman of the 
Rockefeller Foundation. 

Nelson A. Miles, Lieut.-Gen’l, U. S. Army. 

David Starr Jordan, chancellor, Stanford 
University. 

Jane Addams, Hull House, Chicago. 

Luther Burbank, plant breeder. 

John Crosby, Washburn-Crosby Flour 
Mills, Minneapolis. 

James Schermerhorn, editor of the De- 
troit Times, 

ye 


With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





Charles H. Spurgeon, Compiled by the 
Publisher’s editorial staff. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co. New York 10; $2.25.) Four- 
teen Communion talks by the “prince 
of preachers” are made available to the 
American public for the first time by 
their appearance in this second volume 
of the attractive “Great Pulpit Masters” 
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series. For good measure, two other : i 

messages, “Songs in the Night” and ¢ 6 Pu lait te) 3 F S 
“Everybody’s Sermon,” have been added, , fine an ton 
The latter is a remarkable demonstration MTT Th Hier eaed. Wes te anieanne th took 
of Spurgeon’s unusual ability to illus- A robes); J-53 (jr. robes); P-53 (pulpit robes). 
trate the Scriptures from everyday life fae eaicl) Vimeo Ve mice) Baek 





and from nature. 

It is said that Mr. Spurgeon was not 
handsome, but that his voice was note- 
worthy. We cannot, of course, know 
about that by reading his sermons, but 
it is apparent in them that he had an 


F eetsu hve. 10001: Market 318 Wash, 











intimate fellowship with the Lord and or -guemipe 
a detailed knowledge of the Word. It happy —_ 
is evident also that Spurgeon was a cessful life: 


master of the King’s English. His utter- 
ances, fresh, spontaneous, and comfort- 
ing, are a delight to read. Dr. Andrew 
W. Blackwood, in his introduction to 
the book, referring to the sermons, says 
quite aptly, “Simple enough for a child 
to understand and meaty enough for a 
sage to enjoy. As up-to-date as the 
morning paper and as timeless as the 
Rock of Ages.” Every one of these mes- 
sages is Christ-centered and Christ-ex- 

alting. Believers will find in them much OXFORD BIBLE 


to encourage their faith. Unbelievers 














will find the way of salvation made America’s Gift Bible since 1675 
plain. Your bookstore has many fine 
The Reign of Grace. By Abraham editions for your selection. 


Booth. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., $1.65 to $250.00 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) It was 














A GREAT BIBLE CONFERENCE 


at the 


WORLD'S BIGGEST 


CONFERENCE 
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JUNE 18-25 
tu Outstanding Program! 


NOTED SPEAKERS , 8 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder ¢ Dr. William Culbertson ¢ Dr. G. Coleman Luck nee 

Dr. Alva J. McClain © Philip R. Newell © J. Arthur Springer ES 
5 A. H. Stewart ° William Thomas 













Four Unusual Motion Pictures—Dr. Irwin A. Moon's famous 
“Sermons from Science" films: “God of Creation” —"“God of 
the Atom"—"Voice of the Deep’—"Dust or Destiny” 


GOOD MUSIC ALL WEEK! BIG KYB CLUB CHILDREN'S RALLY 
Singing under the direction of Ed Aunt Theresa with her WMBI radio 
Guber, nat.onally known song leader Bang. 

and soloist, plus the best in vocaland ,LUMNI BANQUET 





instrumental specialties, Saturday, June 24 : 
SPECIAL CONCERT IN (Moody alumni: send reservations to : 
SONG AND STORY ee Ee ee, 

Don Hustad with famed Moody Visit new, attractive Mood y headquarters, 

Chorale Saturday night. directly across from the tabernacle. 


FOR A PROGRAM WRITE EXTENSION DEPARTMENT $ 401 


820 WN. LA SALLE STREET 


Moopy BisBle INSTITUTE ® cpicacc to nun 
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nearly two hundred years ago that 
Abraham Booth, a Particular (Calvin- 
istic) Baptist, wrote this exhaustive 
treatise on the supreme place of God’s 
grace in His plan of redemption. This 
new edition brings back into print a 
work that deserves every bit of the at- 
tention and concentration required to 
read it. Here is food for the hungry; 
strong meat to strengthen the weak. 

The work of grace in salvation, elec- 
tion, justification, sanctification, in fact, 
the work of grace in relation to every 
phase of Christian experience is con- 
vincingly, forcefully, Scripturally ex- 
pounded. The non-Calvinist who be- 
lieves the Bible could take exception 
to very little outside the chapter which 
treats “Of Grace, As It Reigns in Our 
Election.” Even here, however, there 
is much to which he would agree. 
Throughout the book the good work of 
Christ and the great grace of God are 
exalted and shown to be all-sufficient. 
It is inconceivable that any reader of 
this work could lay it aside and go on 
to believe or teach salvation by one’s 
own good works. 
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Gem Bank popular for 
collecting Birthday, Missionary 
and special offerings. Plastic base 
and top; locked with bolt and nut. 
Each only $1.50. At your dealer. 

~ Kes Free % Write today. 
WM. H. DIETZ, INC. *Cmcago 3. ike oe- 


JUNIOR LOVES IT! 


New, attractive monthly magazine, MY CHUM, 
interesting ages 4 to 14. Described in Sunday 
School Times, issue of December 3, 1949, on 
page 1092. Sample, 10c; year, $2. Twin sub- 
scription with the CHRISTIAN PARENT 
MAGAZINE, $3. Group prices. 


MY CHUM Box S, Highland, Hl. 








Make good money sell- 
ing our quick moving 


AGENTS 
WANTED JE amg ony 


® Mottoes, Greeting Cards, Calendars, 
Sunday School Supplies. Easy pleasant 
work—Liberal Commissions. 

88888888888 8 @ WRITE TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. A-4 Butler, indiana 


















ATTENTION: 


Ministers, missionaries, and Christian 
workers. When in the metropolitan area on 
busi or for pl , you will find it con- 
venient and economical to stop at 


THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
340 West 55th Street New York 19 




















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Mr. Booth was a straight-thinking the- 
ologian, blessed also with the gift of 
writing. The book has literary merit, 
and this reviewer found it a joy to read, 
both as to content and style. Many 
passages are worth reading again and 
again. 


Many a Thorn. By Lois Young Nelson. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) There were, after 
all, a few Christian students at Rose- 
monte College, and Monica Landers was 
delighted to have one of them, a senior 
named Sarah Marshall, as a. roommate. 
Leaning hard, not on the Lord, but on 
this strong-hearted friend, Monica had 
a fairly happy first year. Then came an- 
other to take Sarah’s place, the exotic, 
sophisticated Noel Wyckoff, who seemed 
actually to like her small-town room- 
mate. Noel was both rich and generous, 
and it was only fair to make some con- 
cessions in return for her friendship — 
a mild cigarette, a good movie, and the 
company of Rick Cantrell. The drift 
downward was easy until revival meet- 
ings back home finally turned the un- 
happy Monica back to the Father’s house, 


It was a clean-cut change, and though 
college life thereafter was pricked with 
many a thorn, His peace within and His 
power without made all the difference. 
And roses began to bloom among the 
thorns — new friendships, one of which 
became very special, and new successes 
in the greatest venture of all, that of 
winning college mates to the Lord Jesus, 
A modern,but thoroughly Christian and 
helpful story. 


The Bible Game Book. By Ronald F. 
Keeler. (The Standard Pub. Co., Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio; paper, 75 cents.) Those 
who would promote Bible teaching 
through recreational activities will find 
valuable suggestions and helps in this 
new Bible Game Book. Under “Bible 
Activities” are given twelve Bible con- 
tests— appropriate for large or small 
groups and adaptable for young or ma- 
ture Bible students. “Bible Quizzes” 
give seven methods to follow in con- 
ducting quizz contests. Five “Musical 
Games” are based on a knowledge of 
hymns and Bible verses. “Dramatic Ac- 
tivities” will be most interesting to those 
who are able to “act out” Bible proverbs 
and stories. Some of the other chapter 
titles are: Puzzles and Contests, Circle 
Games and Activities, Pencil and Paper 
Exercises, Bible Games (patterned after 
sports games), Map Contests, and Team 
Contests. At the end of the book are 
listed 400 questions and answers classi- 
fied under New and Old Testament, 
Simple and Difficult to answer. Mr. 
Keeler believes that many people want 
“to learn more about the Bible today, 
but, like cornbread, some folks need a 
little extra spreading of jam before they 
will partake of it.” It is his hope that 
this book will produce some Bible ex- 
perts. 
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Understanding Christianity. By Edgar 
M. McKown, Ph.D., and Carl J. Scher. 
zer, B.D. (The Ronald Press Co., New 
York 10; $2.50.) Edgar McKown, dean 
of Evansville College at Evansville, Ind, 
and Carl Scherzer, chaplain of the Prot- 
estant Deaconess Hospital in Evans. 
ville, seek in this book to combine some 
of the values of Christianity with an ac. 
ceptance of much of modern Biblical 
criticism. Acceptance of the documen- 
tary theory of the Pentateuch is evident 
in such statements as, “A history of Is- 
rael had been written about 750 BC 
which is known to scholars as E” (p. 5). 
The authors do not look beyond certain 
scientific theories and see the harmony 
between true science and the Bible, but 
are, rather, content to state “that some 
passages may disagree with modern sci- 
ence ought not to interfere with a per. 
son’s getting the moral or religious truth 
from a particular passage” (p. 13). They 
fail to take into account the full unity 
of the teaching about God in the Bible. 
holding that usually Christ’s ideas about 
God are followed by New Testament 
writers, and, at other times, the ideas of 
the rabbis are followed (p. 21). Several 
views of the atonement of Christ are set 
forth, but the authors hold: “Whichever 
view a person takes of the Atonement, 
he is convinced that Christ did some- 
thing for him and that His death was 
somehow necessary in order to do that” 
(p. 83). It is not very satisfactory to 
know that Christ’s death did something, 
but not to know quite what it is. 

The contents include chapters on using 
the Bible, the Christian’s idea of God, 
sin, salvation, prayer, and the place of 
the church. The combination of some 
basic Bible truths plus concessions to a 
“gentle Modernism,” and, in other cases, 
an out-and-out Modernism, characterizes 
the book. 

we 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 29 to June 4 


Mon.—Habakkuk 1:1-4, 12-17. 
A Prophet Questions God. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “How long... . 
Art thou not from everlasting?” Rever- 
ent questions asked of God by Bible 
characters are very interesting and in- 
structive. They were generally asked 
humbly, and never impertinently and 
impatiently. In fact, we are instructed 
to pour out our hearts before Him and 
show Him all our trouble. Even in 
Heaven souls ask, “How long?” (Rev. 
6:10.) But always ask your questions of 
God with submission: Expect Him to 
make matters plain. Be assured that 
prayers according to His will shall be 
answered. Pray for summer school @ 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. 
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Tues.—Habakkuk 2:1-8. 
God Answers the Prophet. 
Prayer Succestions: “The Lord an- 
swered me.” The earnest cry of humble 
souls appeals to God. He will always 
respond to the cry of faith. He still 
gives wisdom in answer to prayer, and 
amswers our doubts and fears by His 
inspired Word. An answer that “pops” 
into the head may be pleasing, but it is 
likely to be unsafe. We must go by 
God’s Book and not by an inner voice, 
God has spoken to us finally in His Son, 
and the exhortation to one and all is, 
“Hear him,” and, “What the Spirit saith 
unto the churches.” Pray for New York 
Gospel Mission to the Jews, 149 Ave, B, 
New York 9. 


Wed—Habakkuk 2:9-15. 
Evil Men Condemned. 


Prayer Succestions: “Woe.” This one 
word gathers up all the miseries and sor- 
tows of the sinner who goeth on still 
in his trespasses. The Lord used this 
Word more than a score of times, and 
8 did His servant Isaiah. Paul uses 
it in connection with the sin of not 
Preaching the Gospel (1 Cor. 9:16). The 
last “woe” in the Bible is to all the in- 
habitants of the earth at the time Satan 
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comes down to them in wrath (Rev. 12: 
12). Pray for the Hebrew Christian So- 
ciety, 3020 Mayfield Rd., Cleveland 18. 


Thurs.—Habakkuk 3:16-19. 
Invincible Faith. 


Prayer Succestions: “Yet I will re- 
joice in the Lord.” The prophet had an 
unshrinking, unfailing faith in God. Al- 
though to appearances all was against 
him, and seemingly an argument for 
doubting God, he still stood strong in 
faith, giving glory to God. Do not let 
your afflictions move you from trust in 
God. Hold fast His faithfulness. Faith 
is the victory that overcomes the world. 
Trust Him whatever may befall. Pray 
for the Pocket Testament League, 156 
Fifth Ave., New York 10. 


Fri—Jeremiah 17:5-8. Trust in God. 


PRAYER SuGGEsSTIONS: “Blessed is the 
man that trusteth in the Lord.” God 
alone can be fully trusted. It is vain 
to put confidence in man. In all cases 
of testing look only to God and rely 
upon Him. Believe His good Word of 
Promise. There is no rock like our God. 
Do not be afraid of testings, though they 
be fiery and prolonged. God will not 
forsake you. He will bless your latter 
end. Trust God and shame the Devil. 
None that ever trusted Him had cause 
to be ashamed. Pray for Message to Is- 
rael (Coulson Shepherd), Box 682, Gen- 
eral P. O., New York 1. 


Sat.—Psalm 118:6-9, 14-17. 
“Take Refuge in the Lord.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It is better to 
trust in the Lord than to put confidence 
in man.” Trust in God alone. Wait for 
the salvation of God. It is worth wait- 
ing for, and always is wonderful and 
gracious. “Blessed are all they that put 
their trust in him” (Psa. 2:12). Our 
fathers trusted God and were delivered. 
Let the Lord be your strength and song. 
Pray for William Jennings Bryan Uni- 
versity, Dayton, Tenn, 


Sun.—Psalm 67. 
“Let the People Praise Thee.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let all the peo- 
ple praise thee.” We should carefully 
observe the particular acts of God’s 
goodness and mercy to us. Remember 
the great things God has done for you; 
and fail not to honor Him for them by 
songs of praise. Extol the Lord your 
God, and urge others to do so, too. Bless 
the Lord, and forget not all His benefits, 
O bless our God, ye His people. Pray 
for the Toronto Bible College, 16 Spadina 
Rd., Toronto, Can, 
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New or used Devotional or Theological 
WANTED books for school library. Classes be- 
dn Squenbes. 1950, at Berean Bible School, Allen- 
town, Pa. Send books or correspondence to: Rev. 
C. E. Kirkwood, 463 Gerhard Street, Phila. 28, Pa. 


BUILD YOUR SUMMER HOME 


Amazing Low Cost 





Lease your vacation homesite on Piatt Lake at 
Blessed Hope Bible Conference NOW. Choice 
lots still left—75‘ x 600’—some as low as $125 for 
50 years lease period. Lake front lots $300. Re- 
stricted to Christians. 
Hunting, fishing, health, and happiness. No place 
like this North Woods vacation land for outdoor 
NO HAY FEVER. Sx fundamen- 
tal Bible conference programs July 22 to Sept. 4 
Write for full particulars. Address 
PIATT LAKE BIBLE CONFERENCE ASSOCIATION 
Cor. Oakland and Saginaw Streets 
Dept. ST Pontiac 15, Michigan 
When answering advertisements, please men- 
tien The Sunday School Times as reference. 








Introducing 


VIS-U-FOLD 


FLANNEL 


The teacher's 
dream comes 







a minute 
VIS-U-FOLD board 
Telescoping tripod 
Shoulder strap carrying 

case 
FIGURES=— 


New, well drawn figures in beautiful colors, for 
103 Bible stories. Large size, easy to see and 
a joy to use. 


Twelve sets SCENERY BACKGROUNDS in vivid 
and realistic colors. 


VISUALIZED LESSON BOOKS 


Make your teaching come alive by using this 
fine material. 


Write for free folder today to 
VIS-U-FOLD, P. 0. Box 145M, Pasadena 16, Calif. 








WANTED 


Sook 
MISSIONARIES 


SELL BIBLES, BOOKS, MOTTOES, GREETING CARDS 
RIGHT IN YOUR HOME COMMUNITY . .. 


Areal Christion service | MOODY PRESS 
with @ profit for you, | #20N.teSelle Street + Chicage 10, fllineis 
Nome 


Write for details tedayt | S°"*— 


mae Se eae re 


Dept.. $70! 




















What You Should 
Know About 


TESTAMENT’ 


In the minds of many exacting Greek scholars this is the best translation 

of the New Testament existing in the English language today. Yet it is 

not scholarly at the expense of readability. Instead, it will be found to be 
especially useful for devotional reading in family circle as well as for 
private Bible study. This translation is so lucid that anyone can under- 
stand the message, and yet it manifests such genuine scholarship that the 
most exacting scholar can revel in it. It is unique in its copious and 
illuminating notes on problem passages. 





This translation 
gives the most ac- 
curate rendering of 
the Greek textof any 
translation with 
which | am acquainted. 
At the same time it 
maintains a good mod- 
ern English style and 
contains many pungent 
English expressions which 
fittingly represent the 
original. 

EDWARD A. McDOWELL 


New Testament Interpretation, 
Southern Baptist Theologicol 
Seminory, Lovisville, Ky. 


























Dr. Williams’ translation possesses unusual and unparalleled merit, not 
only in the rendering of tenses, but also in bringing out clearly and 
accurately the meaning of all Greek words and ideas. Since nearly every 
sentence in the Greek New Testament has a verb in it, such a contribution 
is significant. Note, for instance, Williams’ translation of the perfect tense 
in Matthew 16:19 and 18:18: “Whatever you forbid on earth must be 
what is already forbidden in heaven.” It is the best translation of the 
New Testament in the English language. 


































It is not just a word-for-word 
transliteration, but a transla- 
tion which interprets the mind 
of the writer of the first cen- 
tury for the reader of the 
twentieth century. | commend 
it most heartily to all who de- 
sire to know the real message 
of the New Testament. 

RAY SUMMERS 
Head of Department of New Testoment, 


tern Baptist Th 9 
Seminory, Fort Worth, Texas 





















J. R MANTEY 


Department of New Testament Interpretation, 
Northern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, Ili, 



















"stat ta a a oom ant aieaceee tans cee aemeinaniamr aaa a! 














Purchase at your favorite bookstore or order from 


MOODY PRESS 
Dept. S-713 


820 N. LASALLE ST. * CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


I know of no other English version that so consistently and clearly 
brings out the implications of the Greek tenses so important for a 
clear understanding of the Word. 


PHILIP C. JOHNSON Associate Professor of Greek ond Bible, Gordon 
College of Theology and Missions, Boston, Moss. 


An excellent, accurate translation in delightfully clear and readable 
modern English, prepared by a well-trained scholar who believes 
gospel. SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the 





 #& 


= ee oe, oe 


a oe 








BSESESresearr 5 


